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The Structure of Daniel: The Book of Daniel is structured as a CHIASM.
What is a Chiasm?

In text, “ANNA” is a chiasm, as is “ANXNA”. In Scripture “ABBA” is a chiasm.
Chiasms are often remembered because of their element of repetition.

“When the going gets tough, I” coach John Thomas ‘53.

"Let us never negotiate out of fear,

but " JFK.

“Ask not what your country can do for you, JFK.
“By failing to prepare, I” Ben Franklin
“The sabbath was made for man, and not ”. Mk 2:27

“And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased, and he that shall humble
himself shall be exalted” Mt 23:12 . Notice the actual words are a bit different, but
the meaning is presented as a CHIASM.

Psalms 3:7-8. Save me, O my God, for thou has smitten all my enemies on the
cheek-bone; The teeth of the wicked thou has broken; to Jehovah, the salvation.
Genesis 7:21-22: And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of fowl, and
of cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth,
and every man: All in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry
land, died.

Does anyone have any questions about “Chiasm’s” or how they work?

Chiasm in Joel 3:17-21.

“Then you will know that |, the Lord your God,
dwell in Zion, my holy hill.

Jerusalem will be holy;
never again will foreigners invade her.

In that day the mountains will drip new wine,
and the hills will flow with milk;
all the ravines of Judah will run with water.
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A fountain will flow out of the Lord’s house
and will water the valley of acacias.

But Egypt will be desolate,
Edom a desert waste,

because of violence done to the people of Judah,
in whose land they shed innocent blood.

Judah will be inhabited forever
and Jerusalem through all generations.

Shall I leave their innocent blood unavenged?
No, | will not.

The Lord dwells in Zion!”

1. The Chiasms in the Book of Daniel.

Daniel Chaps 1-12: Note Daniel 2:4-7:28 is in . Daniel 8-12is in
Chap 1 - Introduction Chapter
2 - Kingdom Rule (Four Gentile + 1 Jewish)
3 - Tribulation & Testing from Gentile power
4 - Divine deliverance by angel(s)
5 - Divine deliverance by angel(s)
6 - Tribulation & Testing from Gentile power
7 - Kingdom Rule (Four Gentile + 1 Jewish)
8 - Tribulation & Testing from Gentile power
9 - Divine intervention by angel(s)
10 - Divine intervention by angel(s)
11 - Tribulation & Testing from Gentile power
12 - Kingdom Rule (Jewish)

2. The major themes of Daniel 2:1-12. Use this text to identify the KEY THEMES.

1 And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar Nebuchadnezzar dreamed
dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake from him. 2Then
the king commanded to call the magicians, and the astrologers, and the sorcerers,
and the Chaldeans, for to shew the king his dreams. So they came and stood
before the king. 3 And the king said unto them, | have dreamed a dream, and my
spirit was troubled to know the dream. 4Then spake the Chaldeans to the king in
Syriack, O king, live forever: tell thy servants the dream, and we will shew the
interpretation. ® The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, The thing is gone
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from me: if ye will not make known unto me the dream, with the interpretation
thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made a dunghill.

6 But if ye shew the dream, and the interpretation thereof, ye shall receive of me
gifts and rewards and great honor: therefore shew me the dream, and the
interpretation thereof. 7 They answered again and said, Let the king tell his
servants the dream, and we will shew the interpretation of it. 8 The king answered
and said, | know of certainty that ye would gain the time, because ye see the thing
is gone from me. ° But if ye will not make known unto me the dream, there is but
one decree for you: for ye have prepared lying and corrupt words to speak before
me, till the time be changed: therefore tell me the dream, and | shall know that ye
can shew me the interpretation thereof. 1° The Chaldeans answered before the
king, and said, There is not a man upon the earth that can shew the king's matter:
therefore there is no king, lord, nor ruler, that asked such things at any magician,
or astrologer, or Chaldean. ' And it is a rare thing that the king requireth, and
there is none other that can shew it before the king, except the gods, whose
dwelling is not with flesh. 12 For this cause the king was angry and very furious, and
commanded to destroy all the wise men of Babylon.

3. What are some major themes?

1.

2.

3.

4,

5.

6.

4. The Languages of the Book of Daniel: Beginning with the word

in verse 2:4, the Book of Daniel switches to , and continues for 200

verses through verse 7:28. Scriptural Aramaic is not unique to Daniel.

The parts of that were written in
include 4:8 - 6:18 and 7:12-26 (67 verses), 2:4b-7:28
(200 verses), and 10:11.
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At the time were written, most Jews could speak and understand
both and . Hebrew was the language
, among themselves, while was the language

spoken in . Over time, Aramaic displaced as the
primary language spoken by . The Jews had not learned Aramaic in

, but had learned it . It was the language of
their
Being the language of the Jews in first century ,
Jesus often spoke in and the preserves
several direct quotes from preserved in the original

including Mt 5:22 and 27:45-6; Mk 5:41, 7:34-38, 10:51-2, 14:36 and 15:34;
andinJn 1:42 and 20:16.

Akkadian was the official and language of the Babylonian
Empire much like Hebrew was the official and religious language of
was the normal spoken language of the Babylonian Empire, rather

than , and through time became the common
spoken language in during time.
Aramaic was the native tongue of . Hebrew was rarely used as a

by Jews of the first century AD. Some of the words of
Jesus preserved in by the Gospel writers include words spoken
by Jesus on the cross! , , , ?”"(Mk 15:34).
When Jesus spoke to in the

“Abba...” (Mk 14:36) it was in Aramaic as well.

1. Read Daniel 2: 1: And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar,
Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his sleep
brake from him.

Q1: How do you resolve the apparent conflict in timing between a three year
assimilation program and the dream in the 2nd year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign?
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Here are some possible answers | discovered:

1. Translating the Aramaic text is challenging: "n7n (tar’teen) is
non (t’lath) is . When the % loses its upper part, it becomes
indistinguishable from "two”.
2. It could be the difference between Hebrew and Babylonian
3. The Babylonian King and the king of Babylon can be different rulers.

While Nabopolassar, was the King of , his heir apparent,
was fighting Egypt and Jerusalem 2 Kings 24:1. The son is
called “king of Babylon”. At that time, he is NOT reigning over Babylonia (the

empire), only the city of Babylon.

“king” {MELEK} is a “ ” that includes the

Daniel 1:1 also refers to as king of Babylon, but he is not yet

the at that time.

4. Some historians assert that Nabopolassar did not die while his son was fighting

at Carchemish but was very ill, and with

for a while before he died and the reigns of the empire came under his son
control.

5. Some records say another son of Nabopolassar called

which means (“ ") could have reigned until Nebuchadnezzar

returned from war. The captives could have arrived earlier and began their
assimilation/indoctrination period before he reigned over Babylonia.

Again read Daniel 2: 1: And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar,
Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his sleep
brake from him.

Q2a: How did Nebuchadnezzar receive this message?

Q2b: But did he only dream dreams?
The Septuagint renders "And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar,

he chanced to fall into and , and to be troubled
with his , and his sleep (somnus) went from him.

"The Vulgate renders, "In the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar,
Nebuchadnezzar saw a , and his spirit was troubled, and his

(somnium) fled from him.”
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Q3: What effect did this dream/vision have on him?
The Septuagint says he couldn’t
The Vulgate says he couldn’t
Let’s utilize other Scriptures to address this question:

V3: and the king said unto them, | have dreamed a dream, and my spirit was
troubled to know the dream.

V5: The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, the thing is gone from me:

V8: The king answered and said, | know of certainty that ye would gain the time,
because ye see the thing is gone from me.

These verses support the translation.

2. Read Daniel 2: 2-3: Then the king commanded to call the magicians, and the
astrologers, and the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, for to shew the king his dreams.
So they came and stood before the king. And the king said unto them, | have
dreamed a dream, and my spirit was troubled to know the dream.

Q4. So what does Nebuchadnezzar do?

Magicians:

Astrologers:

Sorcerers:

Chaldeans:

Where do Daniel and the other three Hebrews fit in?

See Daniel 2:15
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Q5: What does the King want from them?

Q6: What is their response? They came and before the king.

Q7: But The king throws them a curve ball this time, what does he ask for?

3. Read Daniel 2: 4-6: 4 Then spake the Chaldeans to the king in Syriack, O king, live
for ever: tell thy servants the dream, and we will shew the interpretation.
Q8: Who does the King turn to for an answer?

What does “Syriack” mean and why is it important?

Q9: Read V. 5. Look at the dialog the King has with his seasoned advisors. What is
his attitude toward them?
5 The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, The thing is gone from me:

if ye will not make known unto me the dream, with the interpretation, ye shall be
cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made a dunghill.

“cut in pieces”:
“houses made into a dunghill”.

Read V 6. 6 But if ye shew the dream, and the interpretation thereof, ye shall
receive of me gifts and rewards and great honour: therefore shew me the dream,
and the interpretation thereof.

Q10: What does he offer as a reward if they can deliver the answer?
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4. Read Daniel 2: 7-9. They answered again and said, Let the king tell his servants
the dream, and we will shew the interpretation of it. 8 The king answered and
said, | know of certainty that ye would gain the time, because ye see the thing is
gone from me. 9 But if ye will not make known unto me the dream, there is but
one decree for you: for ye have prepared lying and corrupt words to speak before
me, till the time be changed: therefore tell me the dream, and | shall know that ye
can shew me the interpretation thereof. Let’s look at some key words:

“dream”: {chalom}
“shew”: “certainty”:
“interpretation”:
“gain the time”:

“the thing is gone from me”:
Q11: V8: When the Chaldeans reply that he needs to tell them the dream so they
can interpret it, how does he reply?

Q12: V9: What warning does he issue?

“decree”:
“have prepared”:

“lying”:

“corrupt”:

“till the time be changed”:

Summarize Nebuchadnezzar’s words: (use back of page).

5. Read Daniel 2: 10-11:
Q13: What do you think of the wisemen’s answer?

Who is answering the King?

Who do they leave off of the list in verse 10?

Any speculation as to why?
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6. Read Daniel 2: 12.
What does “angry and very furious mean”?

How does this verse end?

7. Read Daniel 2: 13:
Q-14: What action does Nebuchadnezzar take?:
Q-15: What is the result of the decree?

Where any wisemen actually killed as a result of the king’s order?

See Daniel 2:18: What prevented Daniel and his friend from being slain?

8. Read Daniel 2: 14-15:
Q-16: Who is Arioch?
What was Arioch doing?

Q-17 What did Daniel do?

“answered”:
“with counse
“wisdom”:

|n,

Q-18: How did he stop Arioch?

What does “hasty” mean?
What was Arioch’s response?

9. Read Daniel 2: 16-18:
Q-19: What does Daniel do?
“wentin”;
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promised to shew:

the interpretation:

His negotiation was successful because in v 17 we see Daniel taking action.
Q-20: What is the first thing he does?
Who did they pray to? What is the difference?
Q-21: What did they pray for?
What does “secret” mean?

Q-22: Who did they pray to?
Q-23: What outcome were they seeking?

What does the “rest” mean?
When you read verse 18 does any other verse come to mind?
What did these four young Hebrew men pray to the God of the Universe for?

10. Read Daniel 2: 19-23:
Q-24: What happened as a result of their prayer?

Q-25: What was Daniel’s response?
Q-26: What attributes of Eloi does Daniel recognize?

1.V20 and

2.V21 and

3.V21 and kings:
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4.V21 Giveth to the __and to
them that know :

5. V22 Revealeth and
6.V22 what is in the
7.V22 dwelleth with

Q27: What kind of prayer is V 18?
Q28: What kind of prayer is V 19-22?
Q29: What kind of prayer is V 23?
Let’s look at some of the key Aramaic words from Daniel’s prayer in V 23:
I thee, and thee:

God of ,

wisdom and might:
hast made known unto me now what we desired of thee:

the king's matter:
What does V17-23 teach about prayer?

11. Read Daniel 2: 24-25

Q30: Look back at Dan 2:14-15, 16, 24: Who is initiating the contact with Arioch
and the King?
Q31: How is Arioch described in v 24?:

Q32: What does Daniel tell Arioch?
Q-33. What does Arioch tell the king?
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Q-34 How does he refer to Daniel?
See Dan 1:20. Why does he use this reference?

Arioch tells the king that Daniel will
“interpretation”:
“will make known”:

12. Read Dan 2: 26-27:

Q35: How does the King respond to Daniel when he stands before the king?

Q36: Nebuchadnezzar asks Daniel if he can make known to him the dream he has
seen, and the interpretation? How does Daniel answer?

Return to Daniel 2:2 and remember who Nebuchadnezzar had summoned to help
him know and interpret his dream:

Magicians:
Astrologers:
Sorcerers:
Chaldeans:
Who do the Chaldeans omit in Daniel 2:107:
Who does Daniel include in Daniel 2:27 ?:

Which of these groups does Daniel say can help the king?

13. Read Dan 2: 28:
God in highest heaven:
Upon thy bed:

Many ancient (eastern) religions had a layered concept of creation:
Beginning from the bottom up:

1. lowermost regions:
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2. the underworld:
3. man’s layer:
4. the cloud layer:

5. heaven:

6. highest heaven:

Daniel tells Nebuchadnezzar that only God revealth:

“secrets”:

What shall be in the latter days:

Thy dream and visions:

14. Read Dan 2: 29-31:
Q37:V 29: What does Daniel tell the king he saw in his dream?

Q38: V30: What 3 reasons does Daniel give for God revealing the dream to him?
1.
2.

Q39: V31 How does Daniel introduce the vision?

NOTE: In the Aramaic, Daniel doesn’t repeat the word “great” twice:
“great”

”great”

What does the word “Image” mean?
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Q41: How does Daniel describe the idol that the King sees in his dream?
1. brightness:

2. excellent:

3. Terrible form:

15. Read Dan 2:32-35:

Q42:V 32-34 How many distinct sections are represented by the statue?
Number and describe the key elements of each section from these 3 verses:

Q43: V34: Describe the “Stone” and what it does?

Q44:V35: What happens to the elements?

broken to pieces together:
became like the chaff:

no place was found for them:

Q45: What becomes of the stone?

NOTES:
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The Great Idol Dreamed by King Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel 2
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Background information on the Islamic religion. They call themselves Muslims.

In 632 AD Muhammad, the founder of the died.

Most of his follows chose , his Father-in-law, to succeed him.
They became the

A small faction (15%) followed , Muhammad’s

cousin (blood-line) and son-in-law.
They became the .
Both adhere to the and the . Sunni accept the

writings of the , Shia do not. 40% of Sunni reject Shia as Muslim.
Shia are mostly in , , and
Sunni are in

Shia pray with their hands
Sunni pray with their hands

Shia are . Their symbol is an

Sunni are . Their symbol is

Unfortunately for Israel and the Western world they both have violent factions.
is SHIA, is SUNNI!

16. Read Daniel 2: 36-38:
Q-45: How does Daniel approach Nebuchadnezzar?

Q-46: What does interpret mean?

37 Your , you are the king of kings. The has given you
dominion and power and might and glory; 38 in your hands he has placed
and the beasts of the field and the birds in the sky. Wherever
they live, he has made you . You are that
Q-47: How does Daniel address the king?
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Let’s look at some of the key words to enrich our understanding of this passage.

37 Majesty ( ), you are the king ( )
of kings. ( ). The God of heaven ( ) has given you
dominion and power ( ) and might and glory

( );

Daniel respects the King but gives all the credit and glory to God at the same time.

38 in your hands (

) he has placed ( ) all
mankind ( ) and the beasts of the field ( )
and the birds ( ). He has made you ruler over them all
( ). You are that head (

), of gold ( ).

Q48: What is Daniel (God) teaching Nebuchadnezzar about the king’s role, his
responsibility?

17. Read Daniel 2: 39: After you, another kingdom will arise, inferior to yours.
Next, a third kingdom, one of bronze, will rule over the whole earth.

Let’s look at some key words.

After you ( ), another kingdom ( )
will arise ( ), inferior ( ) to yours.
Notice in the interpretation Daniel did not say “silver,” he said
Silver is inferior to gold. It tarnishes, it is more common, but in its raw silver ore

form and as a refined pure metal it is than pure refined gold.
Next a third ( ) kingdom, one of bronze ( ), will
rule ( ) the whole earth ( ).

18. Read Dan 2:40: Finally, there will be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron—for iron
breaks and smashes everything and as iron breaks things to pieces, so it will crush
and break all the others.

Now let’s look at some key words that impact the interpretation of this entire
dream.



Study of The Book of Daniel by John Dribus Spring, 2025 Worksheet P42
Chiasms and Daniel Chap 2 © ). Dribus 2021

Finally
A fourth Kingdom
Strong ( ) asiron ( )
Break ( ), smashes everything to pieces

( ) Will crush ( )
and break ( ) all the others ( )
Note: A more accurate translation of the word “finally” shows that this iron
kingdom is not the “final” kingdom at all, but is the fourth in

that continues.

19. Read Daniel 2: 41: 41 Just as you saw that the feet and toes were partly of
baked clay and partly of iron, so this will be a ; yvet it will
have some of the strength of iron in it, even as you saw iron mixed with clay.

Let’s take a closer look at some of these key words.

You saw ( ) the feet
( ) and toes | )
partly: ( ), of baked clay: { }

and partly of iron: ( )

This will be a divided ( )
Kingdom ( ). It will have some
of the strength ( ) of iron ( )
mixed ( ) with clay ( )

20. Read Daniel 2: 42-43 42 As the toes were partly iron and partly clay, so this
kingdom will be partly strong and partly brittle. 43 And just as you saw the iron
mixed with baked clay, so the people will be a mixture and will not remain united,
any more than iron mixes with clay.

“partly” ( ) iron and partly clay
( )“this kingdom” { )
“partly strong” ( ) and partly “brittle”

( ) “mingle” { }H(

)
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“baked clay” ( )
“people” { H(

“will be a mixture and will not remain united” (

“any more than iron mixes { } with clay” .

ADDITIONAL NOTES:



