Exodus, Part 27

We have seen the way of Balaam which was a way of covetousness. And
we saw the error of Balaam, which was that God could declare righteous
those sinners who trust in Him. Now we will consider the doctrine of
Balaam.

The Doctrine of Balaam
Revelation 2:14 But | have a few things against you: you have some
there who hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a
stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that they might eat food
sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality.

This passage is part of the letters to the churches in Revelation and from
the letter to the church at Pergamum. Intermarriage with heathen women
was a problem in Pergamum where any social contact with the world also
involved worship of idols. Such behavior by believers is here described as
“the teachings of Balaam”. “Teaching” is didache and is translated as
“teaching” or “doctrine”.

The passage in Revelation referring to Balaam looks back to an incident
that took place near the end of the wilderness wanderings of the children of
Israel and tells us something we didn’t learn about the incident from our
study of Numbers. As you will recall, Balaam was asked by the king of
Moab to curse Israel, which he refused to do because God had blessed
Israel and warned Balaam not to curse what He had blessed. Revelation
tells us that Balaam found another way. He “put a stumbling block before
the sons of Israel.” Numbers 31:16 also references this incident

Numbers 31:16 Behold, these, on Balaam’s advice, caused the people
of Israel to act treacherously against the Lord in the incident of Peor, and
so the plague came among the congregation of the Lord.

Balaam “advised” Balak that a way to weaken the Israelites was through
intermarriage between them and the Midianite women. This would draw
them into idolatry and cause them to incur the wrath of God. It worked.



Numbers 25:1 While Israel lived in Shittim, the people began to whore
with the daughters of Moab. 2 These invited the people to the sacrifices
of their gods, and the people ate and bowed down to their gods. 3 So
Israel yoked himself to Baal of Peor. And the anger of the Lord was
kindled against Israel. 4 And the Lord said to Moses, “Take all the chiefs
of the people and hang them in the sun before the Lord, that the fierce
anger of the Lord may turn away from Israel.”

When Israel was in Shittim, immediately east of the Jordan River where
they camped before crossing the river (Josh. 2:1), Israelite men engaged in
sexual immorality with Moabite women. Sexual immorality was an integral
part of the Canaanite fertility rites and was practiced in connection with the
regular services of their temples. But this was strictly forbidden for the
Israelites.

Deut. 23:17 None of the daughters of Israel shall be a cult prostitute,
and none of the sons of Israel shall be a cult prostitute. 18 You shall not
bring the fee of a prostitute or the wages of a dog into the house of the
Lord your God in payment for any vow, for both of these are an
abomination to the Lord your God.

1 Kings 14:22 And Judah did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, and
they provoked him to jealousy with their sins that they committed, more
than all that their fathers had done. 23 For they also built for themselves
high places and pillars and Asherim on every high hill and under every
green tree, 24 and there were also male cult prostitutes in the land. They
did according to all the abominations of the nations that the Lord drove
out before the people of Israel.

The physical, carnal aspects of this idolatry tempted the Israelites and led
them into the spiritual apostasy of worshiping Baal.

Numbers 25:5 And Moses said to the judges of Israel, “Each of you Kkill
those of his men who have yoked themselves to Baal of Peor.”

Numbers 31:16 Behold, these, on Balaam’s advice, caused the people
of Israel to act treacherously against the Lord in the incident of Peor, and



so the plague came among the congregation of the Lord. 17 Now
therefore, Kill every male among the little ones, and kill every woman
who has known man by lying with him.

So serious was this breach of covenant, especially when Israel was on the
threshold of the land of promise, that the Lord commanded Moses to take
serious action—all the guilty individuals involved must die. While this may
seem like an excessive remedy for this sin, it was necessary because if
allowed to continue, it could destroy the Israelites. God’s solution to end
this Satanic attack on His plan was to eliminate those guilty before it
infected the entire congregation. Just how brazen the attack had become is
illustrated by the following passage.

Numbers 25:6 And behold, one of the people of Israel came and
brought a Midianite woman to his family, in the sight of Moses and in the
sight of the whole congregation of the people of Israel, while they were
weeping in the entrance of the tent of meeting. 7 When Phinehas the son
of Eleazar, son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose and left the
congregation and took a spear in his hand 8 and went after the man of
Israel into the chamber and pierced both of them, the man of Israel and
the woman through her belly. Thus the plague on the people of Israel
was stopped. ? Nevertheless, those who died by the plague were twenty-
four thousand.

Up to this point the men of Israel had at least respected the purity of
Israel’s camp. While Moses was yet delivering this verdict from Yahweh,
and while the children of Israel were weeping in repentance at the door of
the Tabernacle, an Israelite man (Zimri, v. 14) was brazen enough to bring
a Midianite cult prostitute (Cozbi, v. 15) right into the camp. Phinehas son
of Eleazar, a priest, was so incensed at this bold and open sin that he took
a spear, followed the Israelite into his tent, and impaled both the man and
his partner with it. This dramatic action stopped a plague that had broken
out against the Israelites, but not before 24,000 people died. This incident
at Baal of Peor is also referred to in Deuteronomy 4:3—4; Psalm 106:26—-29;
Hosea 9:10; 1 Corinthians 10:8.

1 Corinthians 10:8 says 23,000 people died in this incident, whereas
Numbers 25:9 has 24,000. This apparent discrepancy can be explained by
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Paul’s mention of “one day,” with the understanding that another 1,000 may
have died on another day or days. Or 24,000 may have included the
leaders, whereas 23,000 did not.

The Lord will take whatever measures are necessary to protect those who
are His own. Those of us who are His own need to have faith in that fact.

The Zeal of Phinehas
Numbers 25:10 And the Lord said to Moses, 11 “Phinehas the son of
Eleazar, son of Aaron the priest, has turned back my wrath from the
people of Israel, in that he was jealous with my jealousy among them, so
that | did not consume the people of Israel in my jealousy. 12 Therefore
say, ‘Behold, | give to him my covenant of peace, 13 and it shall be to him
and to his descendants after him the covenant of a perpetual priesthood,
because he was jealous for his God and made atonement for the people
of Israel.””
14 The name of the slain man of Israel, who was killed with the Midianite
woman, was Zimri the son of Salu, chief of a father’s house belonging to
the Simeonites. 15 And the name of the Midianite woman who was killed
was Cozbi the daughter of Zur, who was the tribal head of a father’s
house in Midian.
16 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 17 “Harass the Midianites and
strike them down, 18 for they have harassed you with their wiles, with
which they beguiled you in the matter of Peor, and in the matter of
Cozbi, the daughter of the chief of Midian, their sister, who was killed on
the day of the plague on account of Peor.”

The word translated as “jealous” is the Hebrew word “gana” and is correctly
translated as “jealous,” although it is elsewhere translated as “zealous,”
which seems like a more accurate representation of the author’s intention
here.

The Lord spoke a word of commendation to Phinehas. He was as zealous
for the honor of God as was God himself. His decisive action had turned
away God’s anger from Israel. As a reward, he and his descendants would
have a covenant of lasting priesthood. This means that the high priesthood
would be reckoned through Phinehas and his sons.



Balaam could not curse Israel. God would not let him. Nonetheless he
wanted the honor and money which had been promised. So before leaving
Balak he whispered a suggestion that he knew would defeat the people of
God. “Balaam’s advice, caused the people of Israel to act treacherously
against the Lord in the incident of Peor” (Numbers 31:16).

Cozbi and the Midianite women had deceived Israel at Peor, and for this
Midian must pay the price. The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Harass the
Midianites and strike them down” (25:16—18). But first, Israel must prepare
for war.

The Second Census

Numbers 26:1 After the plague, the Lord said to Moses and to Eleazar
the son of Aaron, the priest, 2“Take a census of all the congregation of
the people of Israel, from twenty years old and upward, by their fathers’
houses, all in Israel who are able to go to war.” 3 And Moses and Eleazar
the priest spoke with them in the plains of Moab by the Jordan at
Jericho, saying, 4 “Take a census of the people, from twenty years old
and upward,” as the Lord commanded Moses.

After the plague at Peor, the Lord gave directions to Moses and Eleazar to
take another census. As in the census some thirty-eight years earlier, those
twenty years old or older who were able to serve in the army were to be
counted.

| will not bore you with the reading of the census numbers (Numbers
26:5-62), but here are a few points:
* There were significant increases in some tribes and decreases in
others.
* The total decrease for Israel was 1,820 fewer than 38 years before.
* Reuben, Simeon, Gad, Ephraim, and Naphtali saw decreases.
* All others saw increases.
* But Issachar, Manasseh, Benjamin, and Asher saw substantial
increases.

Numbers 26:52 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 53 “Among these the
land shall be divided for inheritance according to the number of names.



54 To a large tribe you shall give a large inheritance, and to a small tribe
you shall give a small inheritance; every tribe shall be given its
inheritance in proportion to its list. 55 But the land shall be divided by lot.
According to the names of the tribes of their fathers they shall inherit.

56 Their inheritance shall be divided according to lot between the larger
and the smaller.”

Another purpose of the census in Numbers 26 was to provide statistical
data for the allocation of land in Canaan to the various tribes. Two
principles were to guide this distribution:
* It must be by lot.
* It must be based on the numerical strength of each tribe.
* No land was allotted to the Levites who were to serve in the
Tabernacle/Temple.

Numbers 26:63 These were those listed by Moses and Eleazar the
priest, who listed the people of Israel in the plains of Moab by the Jordan
at Jericho. 84 But among these there was not one of those listed by
Moses and Aaron the priest, who had listed the people of Israel in the
wilderness of Sinai. 65 For the Lord had said of them, “They shall die in
the wilderness.” Not one of them was left, except Caleb the son of
Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun.

The narrative concludes with a note identifying the location of the census
as the plains of Moab. Of those counted in the earlier census only Caleb
and Joshua had survived to be counted in the second. God’s judgment
word against the previous generation had been fulfilled (26:63—65).

Though still alive at this point, Moses will soon be deceased. All the others
died in the wilderness because of their not trusting God to lead them to
victory in the land of promises nearly 40 years before. Only Joshua and
Caleb had believed they could be successful in taking the land.

Those under 20 years old then were not held accountable and are allowed
to enter the land. Some argue that this suggests the age of accountability
where one becomes accountable for their decisions to trust or not trust
Christ as their Savior is 20 years of age. | do not know when the age of
accountability is, but it is probably older than many of us believe. It may

6



also vary depending on a person’s ability to make an informed decision
and/or when they are presented with the Gospel.

The Daughters of Zelophehad

Numbers 27:1 Then drew near the daughters of Zelophehad the son of
Hepher, son of Gilead, son of Machir, son of Manasseh, from the clans
of Manasseh the son of Joseph. The names of his daughters were:
Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 2 And they stood before
Moses and before Eleazar the priest and before the chiefs and all the
congregation, at the entrance of the tent of meeting, saying, 3 “Our father
died in the wilderness. He was not among the company of those who
gathered themselves together against the Lord in the company of Korah,
but died for his own sin. And he had no sons. 4 Why should the name of
our father be taken away from his clan because he had no son? Give to
us a possession among our father’s brothers.”

The five daughters of Zelophehad of the tribe of Manasseh came to the
entrance of the tent of meeting to present a case to the leaders of the
nation. Women in ancient Israel had the right to bring legal matters before
the court. The issue was this: When it came time to allocate the territory to
the tribes, clans, and families, a problem arose in connection with the
family of Zelophehad of the tribe of Manasseh. Should daughters be given
inheritance rights if there was no male heir?

Zelophehad had died, not in the Korah incident but for a sin he himself had
committed, i.e., he had fallen under the general judgment on the nation. He
had left no sons, but he had five daughters. Since the allocations were
made to male family heads, the family and name of Zelophehad would
pass into extinction since they would have no land within the tribe.

Numbers 27:5 Moses brought their case before the Lord. € And the Lord
said to Moses, 7 “The daughters of Zelophehad are right. You shall give
them possession of an inheritance among their father’s brothers and
transfer the inheritance of their father to them. 8 And you shall speak to
the people of Israel, saying, ‘If a man dies and has no son, then you
shall transfer his inheritance to his daughter. @ And if he has no daughter,
then you shall give his inheritance to his brothers. 19 And if he has no



brothers, then you shall give his inheritance to his father’s brothers.

11 And if his father has no brothers, then you shall give his inheritance to
the nearest kinsman of his clan, and he shall possess it. And it shall be
for the people of Israel a statute and rule, as the Lord commanded
Moses.’”

Moses, baffled by this unique situation, inquired of the Lord, who
authorized him to grant the daughters of Zelophehad an inheritance along
with the others. This became a precedent and with it were given other
guidelines. If a man died with neither son nor daughter his brothers must
receive his inheritance. If he had no brothers, his uncles were next in line.
And if he had no uncles, the nearest of kin in his clan would become heir.
So this ad hoc solution to a problem became translated into a permanent
legal requirement for Israel. Property passed on to nearest of kin in the
following order: sons, daughters, brothers and uncles. However, this did
raise the question concerning daughters who married outside their clan.

Numbers 36:1 The heads of the fathers’ houses of the clan of the
people of Gilead the son of Machir, son of Manasseh, from the clans of
the people of Joseph, came near and spoke before Moses and before
the chiefs, the heads of the fathers’ houses of the people of Israel.
2They said, “The Lord commanded my lord to give the land for
inheritance by lot to the people of Israel, and my lord was commanded
by the Lord to give the inheritance of Zelophehad our brother to his
daughters. 3 But if they are married to any of the sons of the other tribes
of the people of Israel, then their inheritance will be taken from the
inheritance of our fathers and added to the inheritance of the tribe into
which they marry. So it will be taken away from the lot of our inheritance.
4 And when the jubilee of the people of Israel comes, then their
inheritance will be added to the inheritance of the tribe into which they
marry, and their inheritance will be taken from the inheritance of the tribe
of our fathers.”

5 And Moses commanded the people of Israel according to the word of
the Lord, saying, “The tribe of the people of Joseph is right. 8 This is
what the Lord commands concerning the daughters of Zelophehad: ‘Let
them marry whom they think best, only they shall marry within the clan
of the tribe of their father. 7 The inheritance of the people of Israel shall
not be transferred from one tribe to another, for every one of the people

8



of Israel shall hold on to the inheritance of the tribe of his fathers. 8 And
every daughter who possesses an inheritance in any tribe of the people
of Israel shall be wife to one of the clan of the tribe of her father, so that
every one of the people of Israel may possess the inheritance of his
fathers. 8 So no inheritance shall be transferred from one tribe to
another, for each of the tribes of the people of Israel shall hold on to its
own inheritance.’”

The case ruling raised some legal complications which were brought to the
attention of Moses by some of the clan leaders of the tribe of Manasseh.
What if women who inherited property married outside their tribe? Would
not their property then pass over to another tribe? Would this not then
deplete the tribal allotment of a tribe? These questions led to a further
amplification of the law regarding the inheritance of daughters. Daughters
who inherited property could marry anyone they pleased within the clan of
their father. If the daughters chose to marry outside their tribe, they forfeited
their inheritance rights.

Basically, the women in the position of being sole heirs can marry whom
they please as long as it is within their tribe. They may marry outside their
clan but they will forfeit their inheritance. No allotment of land will transfer
from one clan to another.

Numbers 36:10 The daughters of Zelophehad did as the Lord
commanded Moses, 11 for Mahlah, Tirzah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Noah,
the daughters of Zelophehad, were married to sons of their father’s
brothers. 12 They were married into the clans of the people of Manasseh
the son of Joseph, and their inheritance remained in the tribe of their
father’s clan.

13 These are the commandments and the rules that the Lord
commanded through Moses to the people of Israel in the plains of Moab
by the Jordan at Jericho.

The daughters of Zelophehad complied with this condition. They married
within the clans of the descendants of Manasseh.



Joshua to Succeed Moses
Numbers 27:12 The Lord said to Moses, “Go up into this mountain of
Abarim and see the land that | have given to the people of Israel.
13 When you have seen it, you also shall be gathered to your people, as
your brother Aaron was, 4 because you rebelled against my word in the
wilderness of Zin when the congregation quarreled, failing to uphold me
as holy at the waters before their eyes.” (These are the waters of
Meribah of Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin.) 15 Moses spoke to the Lord,
saying, 16 “Let the Lord, the God of the spirits of all flesh, appoint a man
over the congregation 17 who shall go out before them and come in
before them, who shall lead them out and bring them in, that the
congregation of the Lord may not be as sheep that have no shepherd.”

Moses was soon to ascend Mt Nebo, where he would die (Dt. 32:48-52;
34:1-12). His final acts were to appoint Joshua, take vengeance on Midian,
and deliver again the law of God. Even this great servant of God, who was
‘faithful in all God’s house’ (Heb. 3:2), was unable to enter Canaan
because, on one occasion he had not honored God as holy. To see but not
enter Canaan was a punishment imposed on Moses in the Desert of Zin
when he failed to honor the Lord at Meribah when he struck the rock to
draw water instead of speaking to it as instructed by the Lord (27:12-14).

The holiness of God is absolute; it cannot be modified one jot to
accommodate sinful people. Here is sober encouragement to heed the
word of God, every line and sentence of it. But even then, it seems
impossible for people to enter the kingdom, and it is therefore a cause for
rejoicing that Christ Jesus has entered heaven itself on our behalf (Heb.
9:24).

Though denied entrance into the land, the Lord allowed Moses a glimpse of
Canaan from afar. From the summit of a mountain in the Abarim range he
beheld the vista to the west. This mountain was Nebo, just across from
Jericho.

To see but not enter Canaan must have been painful for Moses. Rather

than lapsing into self-pity as a lesser man might have done, Moses
expressed his concern that Israel have a good leader to take his place.
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Moses, knowing that he was about to die, showed a characteristic care for
the people. He did not want them to be like sheep without a shepherd.

He implored “the God of the spirits of all flesh” to select this leader. This
unusual title of God (occurring only here and in Num. 16:22) refers to God’s
omniscient understanding of everyone, which guaranteed the wisdom of
His choice. The leader, Moses said, should be like a shepherd who would
lead Israel, His sheep, “go out before them and come in before them.” This
language points to the need for a military leader. Even under judgment,
Moses had the heart of a pastor.

Numbers 27:18 So the Lord said to Moses, “Take Joshua the son of
Nun, a man in whom is the Spirit, and lay your hand on him. 1 Make him
stand before Eleazar the priest and all the congregation, and you shall
commission him in their sight. 20 You shall invest him with some of your
authority, that all the congregation of the people of Israel may obey.

21 And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall inquire for him
by the judgment of the Urim before the Lord. At his word they shall go
out, and at his word they shall come in, both he and all the people of
Israel with him, the whole congregation.” 22 And Moses did as the Lord
commanded him. He took Joshua and made him stand before Eleazar
the priest and the whole congregation, 28 and he laid his hands on him
and commissioned him as the Lord directed through Moses.

The Lord’s response was immediate: Take Joshua, son of Nun. This Spirit-
filled man, who had already demonstrated his qualities and capabilities (Ex.
17:8-10; 24:13; 33:11; Num. 11:28-29; 14:30, 38), was an ideal successor
to Moses. The Lord chose Joshua for this task and, in so doing, again
underscored the certainty of Israel’s agenda. Joshua’s natural qualifications
were not what commended him for this position of leadership. He was
supernaturally prepared, for the Spirit of the Lord was in him (27:18).

His appointment must be public so the community would know Joshua was
entitled to the same respect as Moses and was to have some of Moses’
authority. Joshua was to stand before Eleazar the high priest and the entire
assembly. Moses was to lay his hand upon him in a ceremony of
ordination. Thus would some of Moses’ authority be put on Joshua, and the
community would thereafter obey his directives.
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Joshua, however, would not have access to the presence of the Lord as
had Moses. He would have to obtain divine decisions through the Urim and
Thummim stones carried by Eleazar in or on his breastplate. The exact

means by which these stones revealed the will of God is not known (27:19—
21).

Moses carried out the instructions regarding Joshua. His enthusiasm for his
successor is indicated in that he did not just lay one hand upon him as
directed in verse 18, but both hands.
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