Exodus, Part 18

We have looked at the priestly garments and their symbolism. Now we turn
our attention to the consecration of the priests. God’s instructions to Moses
for installing the priests for service seen in verses 1-37 of chapter 29, are
repeated in Leviticus 8. Although this is a long and detailed section, the
rites of consecration focus on three activities.

 First is the activity of sacrifice and offering. A sin offering (10-14) and
a food offering (15—-18; 22—-25) are to be offered to the Lord. In
addition, a “wave offering” of meat is offered to the Lord and becomes
a contribution from the people to the priests. Thus the priests who will
offer sacrifices must have sacrifices offered for themselves, and those
who will benefit from these sacrifices contribute to the well-being of
the priests.

« Second is the activity of clothing. The garments are placed on Aaron
and his sons.

* Third is the activity of anointing. Verses 19-21 describe the twofold
anointing, with blood and with oil. They are to be anointed in their
garments (v. 29), with the blood applied to their extremities: their ears,
thumbs, and big toes (v. 20).

This complex ritual lasted for seven days (v. 35), and also included the
consecration of the altar (v. 37). In all of it, God was teaching his people
that His presence made the Tabernacle holy (v. 43).

These instructions require the presence of the Tabernacle which does not
exist at this point. They were given to Moses during the 40 days while he
was on Mt. Sinai. You will see a reference in our study to the “tent of the
meeting”. That term will have two meanings. One meaning, as used here in
verse 10 and other verses in this section, refers to the Tabernacle that is to
be in the center of the camp. Elsewhere you will see a reference to a “tent
of the meeting” outside the camp such as in Exodus 33:7-11.

Exodus 33:7 Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside the
camp, far off from the camp, and he called it the tent of meeting. And
everyone who sought the Lord would go out to the tent of meeting,



which was outside the camp. 8 Whenever Moses went out to the tent, all
the people would rise up, and each would stand at his tent door, and
watch Moses until he had gone into the tent. 2 When Moses entered the
tent, the pillar of cloud would descend and stand at the entrance of the
tent, and the Lord would speak with Moses. 19 And when all the people
saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance of the tent, all the people
would rise up and worship, each at his tent door. 11 Thus the Lord used
to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. When
Moses turned again into the camp, his assistant Joshua the son of Nun,
a young man, would not depart from the tent.

This is a temporary structure to be used by Moses until the final Tabernacle
is constructed. While the Tabernacle is to be inside the camp and directly in
the center, the temporary one is outside the camp. Why is the temporary
“tent of the meeting” outside the camp but the Tabernacle “tent of the
meeting” is inside? Good question.

» The priests could not approach God until they had been consecrated,
and that requires the existence of the Tabernacle.

» Through the Tabernacle, God seeks to dwell “among His people”
(inside the camp).

 Until the completion and consecration of the Tabernacle, priesthood,
and elements for the sacrifices for sin, God will reside outside the
camp and relate to His people only through Moses just as He has
been doing on Mt. Sinai.

* Once the Tabernacle was built, priestly garments and other articles of
worship were produced, the Tabernacle and priests were
consecrated, and sin offerings made, then the Lord would relocate to
the Tabernacle tent inside the camp.

* And God would dwell among his people.

The Tabernacle narrative begins with instructions regarding its construction,
its vessels, and the priestly vestments (Exodus 25-31). After a narrative
interruption that includes the golden calf (Exodus 32—-34), the text
continues by describing the actual construction (Exodus 35-39). Exodus
concludes with Yahweh’s entrance into the newly assembled structure on
the first of the first month of the Israelites’ second year in the wilderness.



Exodus 40:17 In the first month in the second year, on the first day of
the month, the tabernacle was erected.

Exodus 40:33 And he erected the court around the tabernacle and the
altar, and set up the screen of the gate of the court. So Moses finished
the work. 34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of
the Lord filled the Tabernacle.

The timeline looks like this:
1. God calls Moses to the mountain about June 1, 1446 BC.
2. Construction of the Tabernacle does not begin until September 4,
1446.
3. The Tabernacle is erected and the Cloud first appears over the
Tabernacle on April 1, 1445 BC.

Thus, we have a span of some 10 months between what we see here in
Exodus 25-31 and the completed Tabernacle in Exodus 40. During those
10 months, God meets with Moses in that temporary Tent of the Meeting
outside the camp.

Consecration of the Priests
Exodus 29:1 “Now this is what you shall do to them to consecrate them,
that they may serve me as priests. Take one bull of the herd and two
rams without blemish, 2 and unleavened bread, unleavened cakes mixed
with oil, and unleavened wafers smeared with oil. You shall make them
of fine wheat flour. 3 You shall put them in one basket and bring them in
the basket, and bring the bull and the two rams. 4 You shall bring Aaron
and his sons to the entrance of the tent of meeting and wash them with
water. 5 Then you shall take the garments, and put on Aaron the coat
and the robe of the ephod, and the ephod, and the breastpiece, and gird
him with the skillfully woven band of the ephod. ¢ And you shall set the
turban on his head and put the holy crown on the turban. 7 You shall take
the anointing oil and pour it on his head and anoint him. 8 Then you shall
bring his sons and put coats on them, 2 and you shall gird Aaron and his
sons with sashes and bind caps on them. And the priesthood shall be
theirs by a statute forever. Thus you shall ordain Aaron and his sons.



God told Moses to take a young bull, two rams, bread, cakes and wafers
and to enter the Tabernacle courtyard and there meet Aaron and his four
sons. After the priests’ ceremonial washings (v. 4), Moses was to put the
high-priestly garments (described in chap. 28) on Aaron. Also, Aaron was to
be anointed with oil on his head, symbolizing his appointment by God for
special service. The sons of Aaron were not to be anointed with oil but were
to be dressed in priestly garb which included tunics, headbands, and
sashes.

Exodus 29:10 “Then you shall bring the bull before the tent of meeting.
Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on the head of the bull. 11 Then
you shall kill the bull before the Lord at the entrance of the tent of
meeting, 12 and shall take part of the blood of the bull and put it on the
horns of the altar with your finger, and the rest of the blood you shall
pour out at the base of the altar. 13 And you shall take all the fat that
covers the entrails, and the long lobe of the liver, and the two kidneys
with the fat that is on them, and burn them on the altar. 14 But the flesh of
the bull and its skin and its dung you shall burn with fire outside the
camp; it is a sin offering.

After Aaron and his sons were consecrated, a variety of sacrifices were
made using the items Moses was commanded to assemble. Each of the
three animal sacrifices was handled differently. First, a bull was sacrificed
as a sin offering. Placing one’s hands on the animals’ heads signified
identification with the sin offering and the transferring of their personal sins
to the bull who died in their places. In this way, the priests acknowledged
their own sinfulness and need of blood cleansing (cf. Lev. 17:11; Heb.
9:22).

Some of the blood was placed on the horns of the altar of burnt offering
and some was poured at its base. The bull’s internal organs were to be
burned on the altar and the rest of the animal was to be burned outside the
camp.

Note that the altar is described as “at the entrance of the tent of meeting”
(v. 11). This tent of the meeting is the completed Tabernacle and not the



temporary one “outside the camp”. The altar referenced is the one for Burnt
Offerings (the Bronze Altar).

Exodus 29:15 “Then you shall take one of the rams, and Aaron and his
sons shall lay their hands on the head of the ram, 16 and you shall kill the
ram and shall take its blood and throw it against the sides of the altar.

17 Then you shall cut the ram into pieces, and wash its entrails and its
legs, and put them with its pieces and its head, 18 and burn the whole
ram on the altar. It is a burnt offering to the Lord. It is a pleasing aroma,
a food offering to the Lord.

19%You shall take the other ram, and Aaron and his sons shall lay their
hands on the head of the ram, 20 and you shall kill the ram and take part
of its blood and put it on the tip of the right ear of Aaron and on the tips
of the right ears of his sons, and on the thumbs of their right hands and
on the great toes of their right feet, and throw the rest of the blood
against the sides of the altar. 21 Then you shall take part of the blood that
is on the altar, and of the anointing oil, and sprinkle it on Aaron and his
garments, and on his sons and his sons’ garments with him. He and his
garments shall be holy, and his sons and his sons’ garments with him.

The first of the two rams, was to be a burnt offering. Unlike sacrifices that
were consumed by the worshiper and the priests, the burnt offering was to
be entirely consumed on the altar. The ram’s blood was sprinkled on all
sides of the altar and the ram was to be cut in pieces and washed.

The third animal to be sacrificed was the second ram. Its blood was placed
on the right ears, right thumbs, and right big toes of Aaron and his sons,
signifying that they were cleansed and dedicated to God.

* Blood on the ear symbolized dedication to the hearing of God’s Word
* Blood on the thumb pictured holiness in doing God’s work
* Blood on the toe spoke of walking carefully in the service of God.

The rest of the blood of the second ram with anointing oil was sprinkled on
the altar sides and the priests and their garments.

You may have seen a recent video by Pastor Jonathan Cahn that
compares this ritual dedication to the recent assassination attempt on Past



President Donald Trump. Cahn carefully chose his words and stressed it is
only speculation on his part, but he saw the fact that Trump was wounded
(bloodied) in the right ear, then touched his ear with his right hand getting
blood on his thumb, and the heavy bleeding resulted in blood on the
platform that Trump stepped in after somehow losing his shoes was
potentially meaningful and God was anointing Trump for some commission.
| make no claims here, but the fact that he was quite literally only fractions
of an inch away from certain death suggests divine intervention to me, at
the least. (The link to the video is at the end if you are interested. You
decide how you feel about it.)

According to OT law, there were three agents for cleansing: water, blood,
and fire. The priests needed to be cleansed by the sacrificial blood (Lev.
17:11). A bullock was slain as a sin offering each day for the entire week of
consecration, and the first ram was given as a burnt offering, a picture of
total dedication to God. The blood from the second ram was applied to the
right ears, thumbs, and great toes of Aaron and his sons, picturing their
consecration to hear God’s Word, do God’s work, and walk in God’s way.
This second ram became a wave offering and then a burnt offering.

Part of the second ram was kept back for a special meal that only the
priests could eat (Lev. 7:28—-38). God ordained that certain parts of some
sacrifices belonged to the priests as payment for their ministry to the
people.

Exodus 29:22 “You shall also take the fat from the ram and the fat talil
and the fat that covers the entrails, and the long lobe of the liver and the
two kidneys with the fat that is on them, and the right thigh (for it is a ram
of ordination), 23 and one loaf of bread and one cake of bread made with
oil, and one wafer out of the basket of unleavened bread that is before
the Lord. 24 You shall put all these on the palms of Aaron and on the
palms of his sons, and wave them for a wave offering before the Lord.
25 Then you shall take them from their hands and burn them on the altar
on top of the burnt offering, as a pleasing aroma before the Lord. Itis a
food offering to the Lord.

26 “You shall take the breast of the ram of Aaron’s ordination and wave it
for a wave offering before the Lord, and it shall be your portion. 27 And
you shall consecrate the breast of the wave offering that is waved and



the thigh of the priests’ portion that is contributed from the ram of
ordination, from what was Aaron’s and his sons’. 28 |t shall be for Aaron
and his sons as a perpetual due from the people of Israel, for it is a
contribution. It shall be a contribution from the people of Israel from their
peace offerings, their contribution to the Lord.

Some of the second ram’s organs, a loaf of bread, a cake, and a wafer
were to be given to Aaron and his sons as a wave offering to the Lord. The
wave offering was waved, not from right to left, but back and forth toward
the altar and the priest, symbolizing that the offering was being given to
God. The breast of the ram wave offering was eaten by Aaron and his sons
(v. 26). When someone brought a fellowship offering, the animal’s breast
and thigh were always to be eaten by the priests. In this way, the Israelites
contributed to the work of the Lord.

Exodus 29:29 “The holy garments of Aaron shall be for his sons after
him; they shall be anointed in them and ordained in them. 30 The son
who succeeds him as priest, who comes into the tent of meeting to
minister in the Holy Place, shall wear them seven days.

First, at a seven-day consecration service, Aaron’s high-priestly garments
were to be given to the son who would succeed him and passed on to
succeeding generations. Only the high priest was to be given such an
elaborate ceremony.

Exodus 29:31 “You shall take the ram of ordination and boil its flesh in a
holy place. 32 And Aaron and his sons shall eat the flesh of the ram and
the bread that is in the basket in the entrance of the tent of meeting.

33 They shall eat those things with which atonement was made at their
ordination and consecration, but an outsider shall not eat of them,
because they are holy. 34 And if any of the flesh for the ordination or of
the bread remain until the morning, then you shall burn the remainder
with fire. It shall not be eaten, because it is holy.

Second, instructions for eating parts of the ram for the ordination (the
second ram; cf. v. 22) at the entrance to the tabernacle were repeated. The
ram and the bread in this case were a communal meal that was of such a
sacred nature that any leftovers were to be burned.



Exodus 29:35 “Thus you shall do to Aaron and to his sons, according to
all that | have commanded you. Through seven days shall you ordain
them, 36 and every day you shall offer a bull as a sin offering for
atonement. Also, you shall purify the altar, when you make atonement
for it, and shall anoint it to consecrate it. 37 Seven days you shall make
atonement for the altar and consecrate it, and the altar shall be most
holy. Whatever touches the altar shall become holy.

Third, the consecration service for the priests was seven days with a bull
offered each day as a sin offering. (Nothing is said about repeating the
offering of the rams.) For seven days the altar was to be atoned and
consecrated for holy service by means of sacrifices.

Exodus 29:38 “Now this is what you shall offer on the altar: two lambs a
year old day by day regularly. 32 One lamb you shall offer in the morning,
and the other lamb you shall offer at twilight. 40 And with the first lamb a
tenth measure of fine flour mingled with a fourth of a hin of beaten oil,
and a fourth of a hin of wine for a drink offering. 4' The other lamb you
shall offer at twilight, and shall offer with it a grain offering and its drink
offering, as in the morning, for a pleasing aroma, a food offering to the
Lord.

Fourth, a brief reference is made not to the priests’ installation service but
to the daily burnt offerings in the Tabernacle service. Two lambs were to be
sacrificed (one in the morning and one in the evening) accompanied each
time by a grain offering (flour and oil) and a drink offering (wine). Thus the
daily offerings contained basic parts of the people’s daily diet: meat, flour,
oil, and wine. These daily offerings, as well as the dedicatory sacrifice of
the two rams, were pleasing to the Lord. Similarly, Christ’s sacrifice of
Himself on the cross was “a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God” (Eph.
5:2).

Exodus 29:42 It shall be a regular burnt offering throughout your
generations at the entrance of the tent of meeting before the Lord,
where | will meet with you, to speak to you there. 43 There | will meet
with the people of Israel, and it shall be sanctified by my glory. 441 will
consecrate the tent of meeting and the altar. Aaron also and his sons |



will consecrate to serve me as priests. 45| will dwell among the people of
Israel and will be their God. 46 And they shall know that | am the Lord
their God, who brought them out of the land of Egypt that | might dwell
among them. | am the Lord their God.

Fifth, the passage ends with a statement about the importance of the daily
burnt offerings in Israel’s daily life. It was there that God promised to meet
with His people. Fellowship with God is on the basis of blood shed for sins.
When the priests were consecrated and serving the Lord, then God would
dwell with them and they would know that He is the Lord their God. God’s
condescending to dwell in a tent speaks of the depth of His concern for His
people.

The Altar of Incense

Now the Lord moves to the inside of the Tabernacle and the third element
for worship found there, the Altar of Incense. This altar was placed just
outside the curtain that separated the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place.

Exodus 30:1 “You shall make an altar on which to burn incense; you
shall make it of acacia wood. 2 A cubit shall be its length, and a cubit its
breadth. It shall be square, and two cubits shall be its height. Its horns
shall be of one piece with it. 3 You shall overlay it with pure gold, its top
and around its sides and its horns. And you shall make a molding of gold
around it. 4 And you shall make two golden rings for it. Under its molding
on two opposite sides of it you shall make them, and they shall be
holders for poles with which to carry it. 5 You shall make the poles of
acacia wood and overlay them with gold. 8 And you shall put it in front of
the veil that is above the ark of the testimony, in front of the mercy seat
that is above the testimony, where | will meet with you. 7 And Aaron shall
burn fragrant incense on it. Every morning when he dresses the lamps
he shall burn it, 8 and when Aaron sets up the lamps at twilight, he shall
burn it, a regular incense offering before the Lord throughout your
generations. ° You shall not offer unauthorized incense on it, or a burnt
offering, or a grain offering, and you shall not pour a drink offering on it.
10 Aaron shall make atonement on its horns once a year. With the blood
of the sin offering of atonement he shall make atonement for it once in
the year throughout your generations. It is most holy to the Lord.”



Perhaps this piece of tabernacle furniture is described here and not in
chapter 25 because of the Altar of Incense’s association with the rituals
performed on it. The basic material for this altar was the same as the other
furniture inside the tabernacle: acacia wood overlaid with gold. It was
relatively small (1%2’ square and 3’ high). Like the Altar of Burnt Offering, it
had horns. And like the Altar of Burnt Offering, the Table of the Bread of the
Presence, and the Ark of the Covenant, it had poles in gold rings, for
carrying it.

The altar was placed in front of the curtain leading to the Most Holy Place,
in which was positioned the Ark of the Testimony. In Hebrews 9:3—4 the
Altar of Incense is considered part of the Most Holy Place even though it
was just outside.

Hebrews 9:3 Behind the second curtain was a second section called the
Most Holy Place, 4 having the golden altar of incense and the ark of the
covenant covered on all sides with gold, in which was a golden urn
holding the manna, and Aaron’s staff that budded, and the tablets of the
covenant.

This was because, on the Day of Atonement, the high priest took incense
from this altar into the Most Holy Place (Lev. 16:12—13).

Aaron was instructed to burn incense on this altar twice daily when he
attended to the lamps on the Lampstand. The ingredients in the incense
are described in Exodus 30:34-38. Incense is symbolic of prayer.

Psalm 141:2 Let my prayer be counted as incense before you, and the
lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice!

Luke 1:10 And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside
at the hour of incense.

Revelation 5:8 And when he had taken the scroll, the four living
creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each
holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers
of the saints.



Revelation 8:3 And another angel came and stood at the altar with a
golden censer, and he was given much incense to offer with the prayers
of all the saints on the golden altar before the throne, 4 and the smoke of
the incense, with the prayers of the saints, rose before God from the
hand of the angel.

Aaron was to make no other offering on this altar. Once a year on the Day
of Atonement he was to make atonement for the altar (i.e., to cleanse and
reconsecrate it) by sprinkling bull’s and goat’s blood on the altar’s horns
(Lev. 16:18-19).

The Census Tax
Exodus 30:11 The Lord said to Moses, 12“When you take the census of
the people of Israel, then each shall give a ransom for his life to the Lord
when you number them, that there be no plague among them when you
number them. 13 Each one who is numbered in the census shall give
this: half a shekel according to the shekel of the sanctuary (the shekel is
twenty gerahs), half a shekel as an offering to the Lord. 14 Everyone who
is numbered in the census, from twenty years old and upward, shall give
the Lord’s offering. 15 The rich shall not give more, and the poor shall not
give less, than the half shekel, when you give the Lord’s offering to
make atonement for your lives. 16 You shall take the atonement money
from the people of Israel and shall give it for the service of the tent of
meeting, that it may bring the people of Israel to remembrance before
the Lord, so as to make atonement for your lives.”

Whenever a census was taken, each Israelite 20 years old or older was to
pay a tax to help maintain the tabernacle and services. This tax was
considered a “ransom” because its payment guaranteed protection from
plagues. This helped motivate each male to pay. It was also considered an
atonement, a covering for sins.

When counted, each adult male, whether rich or poor, was to pay a half
shekel, one-fifth of an ounce. A “gerah” was a Babylonian weight. The
shekel was silver. This practice became the basis of the later temple tax



(Neh. 10:32), though the amount then was reduced to one-third of a shekel,
and that became an annual tax in the time of Christ (Matt. 17:24).

The Bronze Basin

The washing speaks of the cleansing we have through faith in Jesus Christ
(1 Cor. 6:9-11; Rev. 1:5; Acts 15:9), a once-for-all washing that needed
never to be repeated (John 13:1-10). It was necessary for the priests to
have daily washing at the laver, which speaks of our daily cleansing as we
confess our sins (1 John 1:9).

Exodus 30:17 The Lord said to Moses, 18 “You shall also make a basin
of bronze, with its stand of bronze, for washing. You shall put it between
the tent of meeting and the altar, and you shall put water in it, 19 with
which Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet. 20 When
they go into the tent of meeting, or when they come near the altar to
minister, to burn a food offering to the Lord, they shall wash with water,
so that they may not die. 2! They shall wash their hands and their feet,
so that they may not die. It shall be a statute forever to them, even to
him and to his offspring throughout their generations.”

The Basin, sometimes translated as “Laver”, the last piece of tabernacle
furniture, is described here because of the emphasis on its use rather than
on its construction. It was to be of bronze, not silver or gold, because it
belonged in the sanctuary courtyard between the Bronze Altar of Burnt
Offering and the entrance to the tent (cf. 40:30). When officiating in the tent
or before the altar the priests were required to wash their hands and feet. If
they failed to do so they would die. This too was to be a lasting ordinance.

The Laver symbolized the need for purity through cleansing from
defilement. The Bronze Altar speaks of salvation through a sin offering; the
Basin (Laver) speaks of the cleansing of personal sin.

The Anointing Oil and Incense
Exodus 30:22 The Lord said to Moses, 23 “Take the finest spices: of
liquid myrrh 500 shekels, and of sweet-smelling cinnamon half as much,
that is, 250, and 250 of aromatic cane, 24 and 500 of cassia, according to
the shekel of the sanctuary, and a hin of olive oil. 25 And you shall make
of these a sacred anointing oil blended as by the perfumer; it shall be a



holy anointing oil. 26 With it you shall anoint the tent of meeting and the
ark of the testimony, 27 and the table and all its utensils, and the
lampstand and its utensils, and the altar of incense, 28 and the altar of
burnt offering with all its utensils and the basin and its stand. 29 You shall
consecrate them, that they may be most holy. Whatever touches them
will become holy. 30 You shall anoint Aaron and his sons, and consecrate
them, that they may serve me as priests. 31 And you shall say to the
people of Israel, “This shall be my holy anointing oil throughout your
generations. 32|t shall not be poured on the body of an ordinary person,
and you shall make no other like it in composition. It is holy, and it shall
be holy to you. 33 Whoever compounds any like it or whoever puts any of
it on an outsider shall be cut off from his people.’”

Here God instructed Moses in the making of oil for anointing the
Tabernacle, its furnishings, and the priests. Its formula was as unique as
the product was holy: about 12%2 pounds of myrrh, 62 pounds of ...
cinnamon, 62 pounds of aromatic cane, 12%2 pounds of cassia, and about
one and a half gallons of olive oil. When mixed, these would make a
fragrant blend. The use of oil in consecrating the priests was mentioned in
29:7. Because of its sacred nature, this special oil was not to be used for
any purpose other than those stated in 30:26—30.

“Aromatic cane” was probably a form of reed that had aromatic qualities
when crushed. The inner bark of the “cassia” tree produces a spice similar
to cinnamon.

Exodus 30:34 The Lord said to Moses, “Take sweet spices, stacte, and
onycha, and galbanum, sweet spices with pure frankincense (of each
shall there be an equal part), 35 and make an incense blended as by the
perfumer, seasoned with salt, pure and holy. 3¢ You shall beat some of it
very small, and put part of it before the testimony in the tent of meeting
where | shall meet with you. It shall be most holy for you. 37 And the
incense that you shall make according to its composition, you shall not
make for yourselves. It shall be for you holy to the Lord. 38 Whoever
makes any like it to use as perfume shall be cut off from his people.”

Special incense was to be prepared by mixing equal amounts of three
spices (their exact identity is unknown) and frankincense (a clear resin from



the frankincense tree). Salt was to be added to the mixture to give forth a
white smoke, and to add to the fragrance. Salt was to be added to all the
offerings (Lev. 2:13). The incense was to be placed in front of the
Testimony (i.e., the Ark), which probably means that it was to be burned on
the altar of incense which was in front of the curtain to the most holy place.
This incense, like the anointing oil, was exclusively for tabernacle use (cf.
vv. 32—33). Any other use of this formula was strictly forbidden.

What we have seen here today was an elaborate series of rituals designed
to sanctify (set apart) these elements of worship to stress their holiness as
reflective of that of God. But while God is giving these detailed instructions
to Moses on Mt. Sinai over a period of 40 days, the people below the
mountain are getting themselves into big trouble.
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