Exodus, Part 20

The Command to Leave Sinai
After the golden calf incident, God told Moses that he and the people
should go on toward the Promised Land.

Exodus 33:1 The Lord said to Moses, “Depart; go up from here, you
and the people whom you have brought up out of the land of Egypt, to
the land of which | swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, “To your
offspring | will give it.” 2| will send an angel before you, and | will drive
out the Canaanites, the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites,
and the Jebusites. 3 Go up to a land flowing with milk and honey; but |
will not go up among you, lest | consume you on the way, for you are a
stiff-necked people.”

4When the people heard this disastrous word, they mourned, and no
one put on his ornaments. 5 For the Lord had said to Moses, “Say to the
people of Israel, ‘You are a stiff-necked people; if for a single moment |
should go up among you, | would consume you. So now take off your
ornaments, that | may know what to do with you.’ ” € Therefore the
people of Israel stripped themselves of their ornaments, from Mount
Horeb onward.

By “l will send an angel before you,” that angel is probably a theophany, the
pre-incarnate Second Person of the Trinity. God said He would defeat their
enemies and they would proceed to the land flowing with milk and honey.

God instructed Moses to lead the Israelites into Canaan and promised to
fulfill his prior commitment to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, but He would not
go with them. He feared that further acts of rebellion might cause him to
destroy the people on the way. When Moses reported this to the people,
they were deeply grieved. They had been promised His protection and
guidance by an angel, but not His personal presence. However, based on
Moses’ prayer in 33:12—16, God did agree to go with them (v. 17).

As a further mark of God’s disapproval of their actions, they were
commanded to remove the “ornaments” (rings, necklaces, bracelets,
anklets, etc.) which they had received at the time of their departure from



Egypt and which by this stage had undoubtedly become a vivid reminder of
how God had blessed them. The discarding of any “ornaments,”
symbolized the broken relationship that now existed between God and the
people.

The Tent of Meeting
Exodus 33:7 Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside the
camp, far off from the camp, and he called it the tent of meeting. And
everyone who sought the Lord would go out to the tent of meeting,
which was outside the camp. 8 Whenever Moses went out to the tent, all
the people would rise up, and each would stand at his tent door, and
watch Moses until he had gone into the tent. 2 When Moses entered the
tent, the pillar of cloud would descend and stand at the entrance of the
tent, and the Lord would speak with Moses. 19 And when all the people
saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance of the tent, all the people
would rise up and worship, each at his tent door. 11 Thus the Lord used
to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. When
Moses turned again into the camp, his assistant Joshua the son of Nun,
a young man, would not depart from the tent.

As previously discussed, this Tent of Meeting was outside the camp. It was
the temporary place where God would meet with Moses, as the
representative of the Israelites to give instructions. Since the Israelites were
going to be on the move and the Tabernacle had not then been
constructed, this Tent of Meeting would serve temporarily until the
Tabernacle was completed. It was outside the camp and not in the center of
the camp like the Tabernacle would be. Once the Tabernacle was built and
consecrated, God would move to dwell among the Israelites.

With this temporary Tent of Meeting, the people could go to inquire of the
Lord, apparently for spiritual guidance. When Moses entered the tent, the
pillar of cloud hovered at its entrance. The size and contents of this tent are
not known, but it reminded the people that their sin was an alienating force
in their relationship with God. They could worship God but only from a
distance (33:10). He was outside their community.



God would speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks with his friend (v.
11), that is, clearly and openly. Moses’ speaking “face to face” with God
does not contradict the fact that he was not allowed to see God’s face (v.
20) as “face to face” is a figurative expression suggesting openness and
friendship. Joshua stayed in the tent, perhaps to care for it in some way.

Moses’ Intercession
Exodus 33:12 Moses said to the Lord, “See, you say to me, ‘Bring up
this people,’ but you have not let me know whom you will send with me.
Yet you have said, ‘| know you by name, and you have also found favor
in my sight.” 13 Now therefore, if | have found favor in your sight, please
show me now your ways, that | may know you in order to find favor in
your sight. Consider too that this nation is your people.” 14 And he said,
“My presence will go with you, and | will give you rest.” 15 And he said to
him, “If your presence will not go with me, do not bring us up from here.
16 For how shall it be known that | have found favor in your sight, | and
your people? Is it not in your going with us, so that we are distinct, | and
your people, from every other people on the face of the earth?”
17 And the Lord said to Moses, “This very thing that you have spoken |
will do, for you have found favor in my sight, and | know you by name.”
18 Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” 19 And he said, “l will make
all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim before you my name
‘The Lord.” And | will be gracious to whom | will be gracious, and will
show mercy on whom I will show mercy. 20 But,” he said, “you cannot
see my face, for man shall not see me and live.” 21 And the Lord said,
“Behold, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the rock, 22 and
while my glory passes by | will put you in a cleft of the rock, and | will
cover you with my hand until | have passed by. 23 Then | will take away
my hand, and you shall see my back, but my face shall not be seen.”

Moses also evidenced an intimate fellowship with God through His spiritual
concerns. These verses may be divided into three sections each introduced
by the words “Moses said” (vv. 12, 15, 18). Moses first wanted to know the
Lord’s intentions for His people. God had told Moses to lead the people, but
without God’s presence, Moses was concerned. God knew Moses by
name, that is, Moses belonged to God. So Moses wanted to continue to
learn God’s ways and enjoy God’s grace. Moses interceded on behalf of
the nation by reminding God that they were His people. In response, the
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Lord changed His mind and determined to go with them and give them rest
(v. 14).

Moses’ second request was for confirmation that the Lord would indeed go
with His people. The absence of God’s presence with them on their journey
to the Promised Land would pose serious problems for their and God’s
reputations. So again God agreed to Moses’ request, assuring Moses that
He was pleased with him.

Third, Moses asked to see the glory of God (v. 18). This request was
fulfilled as God allowed Moses to have a deeper vision of His glory.
Proclaiming God’s name (v. 19, His revealed character) to Moses, God
allowed him to see His goodness and His back but not His face. This
passage demonstrates that while people truly can know God, they can
never know Him exhaustively.

The Renewal of the Covenant

The Lord gave Moses new stone tablets of the Decalogue, declared His
glory to Moses as the inaugurator of the Mosaic Covenant, and
enumerated the demands that stem from the covenant relationship.

Exodus 34:1 The Lord said to Moses, “Cut for yourself two tablets of
stone like the first, and | will write on the tablets the words that were on
the first tablets, which you broke. 2 Be ready by the morning, and come
up in the morning to Mount Sinai, and present yourself there to me on
the top of the mountain. 3 No one shall come up with you, and let no one
be seen throughout all the mountain. Let no flocks or herds graze
opposite that mountain.” 4 So Moses cut two tablets of stone like the first.
And he rose early in the morning and went up on Mount Sinai, as the
Lord had commanded him, and took in his hand two tablets of stone.
5The Lord descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and
proclaimed the name of the Lord. 6 The Lord passed before him and
proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to
anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 7 keeping
steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and
sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the
fathers on the children and the children’s children, to the third and the



fourth generation.” 8 And Moses quickly bowed his head toward the earth
and worshiped. ® And he said, “If now | have found favor in your sight, O
Lord, please let the Lord go in the midst of us, for it is a stiff-necked
people, and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for your
inheritance.”

Moses was directed to hew out two tables of stone and return to the top of
the mount alone. When Moses complied with these orders, Yahweh
descended in the cloud and stood there with him.

As Yahweh passed before Moses he proclaimed his own “name” (i.e.,
nature). Seven positive attributes of the God of Sinai are announced all of
which point to his compassion and forgiveness. God told Moses that His
name Yahweh (the Lord) means that He is a God of compassion, grace,
loyalty (hesed, steadfast love), faithfulness (’'émet, “reliability”), and
forgiveness. Yahweh is the name that suggests God’s relationship with His
people. Some or all of these attributes of God are cited seven other times
in the Old Testament (Num. 14:18; Neh. 9:17; Pss. 86:15; 103:8; 145:8;
Joel 2:13; Jonah 4:2). Nonetheless, this wonderfully compassionate God
does not leave the wicked unpunished. Within the display of His grand
benevolence is the attribute of justice that necessitates His punishing any
person who violates His righteous character.

In response to this disclosure of God’s character, Moses worshiped Him,
and then he pleaded for His mercy for such a “stiff-necked people,” as God
had called them. Moses also asked that God again promise to go with
them, thereby renewing His promise to dwell among His people and own
them as His inheritance.

About Generational Discipline

Generational discipline may seem unfair. Why should the children suffer for
what the prior generations did? Good question. The text makes it sound
like God personally inflicts discipline on the “third and the fourth generation’
of those who sinned, and in some cases, He does. However, sins generally
have potential natural consequences, and these can be far-reaching
generationally. God does not forbid us certain actions simply because He
doesn’t approve of them. “Thou shalt not” is not only for the purpose of



producing character, but it is also to protect ourselves from ourselves and
the consequences of our sins.

The effects of sin are naturally passed down from one generation to the
next. When a father has a sinful lifestyle, his children are likely to practice
the same sinful lifestyle. Furthermore, sins often have natural
consequences apart from any direct actions by God. Not only do these sins
have “near-term” negative consequences, but they can also have long-term
generational consequences. God often does not have to do anything
beyond allowing the sinner to suffer the consequences of his/her own
actions, and that often affects generations that come after the sinner.

God may indeed inflict direct punitive actions on a subsequent generation
or culture especially if the culture becomes mired in sin. This happened
with Israel twice when they were driven out of the land and into captivity
because of their sin of idolatry and all its associated evil — like sacrificing
their children to their idols, for example.

The cure for a generational curse has always been repentance. In Exodus
20:6, God says He will show “steadfast love to ... those who love me and
keep my commandments.”

The Covenant Renewed
Exodus 34:10 And he said, “Behold, | am making a covenant. Before all
your people | will do marvels, such as have not been created in all the
earth or in any nation. And all the people among whom you are shall see
the work of the Lord, for it is an awesome thing that | will do with you.
11 “Observe what | command you this day. Behold, | will drive out before
you the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites,
and the Jebusites. 12 Take care, lest you make a covenant with the
inhabitants of the land to which you go, lest it become a snare in your
midst. 13 You shall tear down their altars and break their pillars and cut
down their Asherim 14 (for you shall worship no other god, for the Lord,
whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God), 15lest you make a covenant
with the inhabitants of the land, and when they whore after their gods
and sacrifice to their gods and you are invited, you eat of his sacrifice,
16 and you take of their daughters for your sons, and their daughters
whore after their gods and make your sons whore after their gods.
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17“You shall not make for yourself any gods of cast metal.

God promised to renew the Mosaic Covenant and to work mightily through
them to display wonders so that other people would see how awesome are
God and His work. God revealed His character in verses 5—-7 and promised
His presence and power in verses 10—11 where He said He would drive out
the idolatrous occupants of the land before them. This promise was based
on Israel’s willingness to obey the terms of the covenant.

One of the major purposes of these regulations was to keep Israel from
idolatry, an unthinkable practice in a theocracy. Making a treaty with
idolaters would lead to involvement in their sacrificial communal meals,
intermarrying their daughters, many of whom were spiritual and/or physical
prostitutes to their gods, and even making molten images as they had
already done with the gold calf. Strong action was to be taken against idols:
altars were to be broken, sacred stones smashed, and Asherah poles cut
down. In their pagan worship, Canaanites erected poles in honor of the
goddess Asherah, consort of Baal.

The Mosaic Covenant was the basis of God’s theocratic rule over His
people. Therefore, since He alone is God He tolerates no rivals. It is in this
sense that God is “jealous”. The Hebrew root word for “jealous” means to
be zealous and here implies an intensity of feelings regarding the evil of
false gods.

Tragically, Israel did not heed these warnings and they did become
involved in worshiping the Canaanites’ and others’ false gods. Ultimately
this led to Israel being exiled.

Exodus 34:18 “You shall keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Seven
days you shall eat unleavened bread, as | commanded you, at the time
appointed in the month Abib, for in the month Abib you came out from
Egypt. 19 All that open the womb are mine, all your male livestock, the
firstborn of cow and sheep. 20 The firstborn of a donkey you shall
redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall break its neck.
All the firstborn of your sons you shall redeem. And none shall appear
before me empty-handed.



21“Six days you shall work, but on the seventh day you shall rest. In
plowing time and in harvest you shall rest. 22 You shall observe the Feast
of Weeks, the firstfruits of wheat harvest, and the Feast of Ingathering at
the year’s end. 23 Three times in the year shall all your males appear
before the Lord God, the God of Israel. 24 For | will cast out nations
before you and enlarge your borders; no one shall covet your land, when
you go up to appear before the Lord your God three times in the year.

25 “You shall not offer the blood of my sacrifice with anything leavened,
or let the sacrifice of the Feast of the Passover remain until the morning.
26 The best of the firstfruits of your ground you shall bring to the house of
the Lord your God. You shall not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk.”

Having described the forms of worship Israel must avoid, God reminded
them to worship Him actively through the designated holy feasts. Three
major feasts are enumerated with the promise that celebrating them
properly would result in God’s giving them the land of promise and keeping
it safe.

The seven-day Feast of Unleavened Bread which began with Passover
was to be observed in Abib (March—April), the month of the Exodus, and
the firstborn was to be dedicated to the Lord. These two were associated
because of the link between the 10th plague (death of the Egyptians’
firstborn) and the Exodus.

God reminded Israel of her obligation to rest on the Sabbath, even
including Sabbaths in the busiest times of the year (plowing season and
harvest). The harvesting season was mentioned because it led naturally to
the next two annual feasts, both pertaining to harvests.

The Feast of Weeks, also called the Feast of Harvest (23:16) or the Feast
of Pentecost, was to be celebrated at the beginning of the wheat harvest 50
days after the Feast of Unleavened Bread. The Feast of Ingathering, also
called the Feast of Booths or Tabernacle is an agriculturally related feast
that was to be celebrated at harvest time at the turn of the year, usually in
late September or October.

All the men of Israel were supposed to appear before the Lord for these
three feasts. That later meant traveling to Jerusalem to the Tabernacle or
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the Temple. These pilgrimage feasts bound the nation together in religious
worship. God promised that while the men were away from home
worshiping the Lord, He would protect their land “No one shall covet your
land” (v. 24).

This passage includes other instructions: two additional regulations about
the Feast of Unleavened Bread and the avoidance of yeast and the
consumption of the entire Passover meal. It also mentions the law of the
firstfruits related to the Feast of Weeks and the prohibition against cooking
a young goat in its mother’s milk which we have looked at in a previous
session.

Exodus 34:27 And the Lord said to Moses, “Write these words, for in
accordance with these words | have made a covenant with you and with
Israel.” 28 So he was there with the Lord forty days and forty nights. He
neither ate bread nor drank water. And he wrote on the tablets the words
of the covenant, the Ten Commandments.

The Shining Face of Moses
Exodus 34:29 When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with the two
tablets of the testimony in his hand as he came down from the mountain,
Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had
been talking with God. 30 Aaron and all the people of Israel saw Moses,
and behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come
near him. 31 But Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the leaders of
the congregation returned to him, and Moses talked with them.
32 Afterward all the people of Israel came near, and he commanded them
all that the Lord had spoken with him in Mount Sinai. 33 And when Moses
had finished speaking with them, he put a veil over his face.
34 Whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak with him, he would
remove the veil, until he came out. And when he came out and told the
people of Israel what he was commanded, 35 the people of Israel would
see the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’ face was shining. And
Moses would put the veil over his face again, until he went in to speak
with him.



After forty days and nights in the mount, Moses returned to the camp with
the two tablets of the Testimony. His face glowed with a radiance which
struck fear in the hearts of the Israelites. Nonetheless Moses made them
come near while he delivered to them the commands of God. When he had
finished speaking to them, he put a veil over his face. From then on he only
removed his veil when he entered into the Lord’s presence.

Exodus 35:1 Moses assembled all the congregation of the people of
Israel and said to them, “These are the things that the Lord has
commanded you to do. 2 Six days work shall be done, but on the
seventh day you shall have a Sabbath of solemn rest, holy to the Lord.
Whoever does any work on it shall be put to death. 3 You shall kindle no
fire in all your dwelling places on the Sabbath day.”

Once more the Lord stresses the importance of the Sabbath. Moses had
the whole Israelite community assemble so he could give them the Lord’s
instructions. Verse 2 of chapter 35 repeats almost word for word the
command in 31:15. Since the Sabbath was the sign of the covenant God
made with Israel, its observance was crucial. Moses’ words to the people
about the Sabbath occur here at the beginning of chapters 35—40 because
Israel had demonstrated a tendency to disobey. If the covenant were to be
maintained, instructions about the sign of the covenant had to be obeyed.
Also because of the people’s excitement in constructing the Tabernacle, it
was important that worship not be neglected even in doing worshipful work.

The prohibition against lighting a fire on the Sabbath (35:3) relates to the
order not to work (v. 2) by cooking food.

Contributions for the Tabernacle
Exodus 35:4 Moses said to all the congregation of the people of Israel,
“This is the thing that the Lord has commanded. 5 Take from among you
a contribution to the Lord. Whoever is of a generous heart, let him bring
the Lord’s contribution: gold, silver, and bronze; 6 blue and purple and
scarlet yarns and fine twined linen; goats’ hair, 7tanned rams’ skins, and
goatskins; acacia wood, 8 oil for the light, spices for the anointing oil and
for the fragrant incense, 9 and onyx stones and stones for setting, for the
ephod and for the breastpiece.
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As Moses continued his address to Israel, he urged the people to gather
from their possessions the things needed for making the Tabernacle. These
materials were to be given by “whoever is of a generous heart” (v. 5) as a
free-will offering for the Lord.

Exodus 35:10 “Let every skillful craftsman among you come and make
all that the Lord has commanded: 11 the tabernacle, its tent and its
covering, its hooks and its frames, its bars, its pillars, and its bases;
12the ark with its poles, the mercy seat, and the veil of the screen; 13the
table with its poles and all its utensils, and the bread of the Presence;
14the lampstand also for the light, with its utensils and its lamps, and the
oil for the light; 15 and the altar of incense, with its poles, and the
anointing oil and the fragrant incense, and the screen for the door, at the
door of the tabernacle; 16 the altar of burnt offering, with its grating of
bronze, its poles, and all its utensils, the basin and its stand; 17 the
hangings of the court, its pillars and its bases, and the screen for the
gate of the court; 18 the pegs of the tabernacle and the pegs of the court,
and their cords; 19 the finely worked garments for ministering in the Holy
Place, the holy garments for Aaron the priest, and the garments of his
sons, for their service as priests.”

Skilled craftsmen among the people were encouraged to volunteer their
services to construct the various components of the Tabernacle. Metal
workers and seamstresses were in special demand.

Exodus 35:20 Then all the congregation of the people of Israel departed
from the presence of Moses. 21 And they came, everyone whose heart
stirred him, and everyone whose spirit moved him, and brought the
Lord’s contribution to be used for the tent of meeting, and for all its
service, and for the holy garments. 22 So they came, both men and
women. All who were of a willing heart brought brooches and earrings
and signet rings and armlets, all sorts of gold objects, every man
dedicating an offering of gold to the Lord. 22 And every one who
possessed blue or purple or scarlet yarns or fine linen or goats’ hair or
tanned rams’ skins or goatskins brought them. 24 Everyone who could
make a contribution of silver or bronze brought it as the Lord’s
contribution. And every one who possessed acacia wood of any use in
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the work brought it. 25 And every skillful woman spun with her hands,
and they all brought what they had spun in blue and purple and scarlet
yarns and fine twined linen. 26 All the women whose hearts stirred them
to use their skill spun the goats’ hair. 27 And the leaders brought onyx
stones and stones to be set, for the ephod and for the breastpiece,

28 and spices and oil for the light, and for the anointing oil, and for the
fragrant incense. 29 All the men and women, the people of Israel, whose
heart moved them to bring anything for the work that the Lord had
commanded by Moses to be done brought it as a freewill offering to the
Lord.

The people responded with enthusiasm to Moses’ challenge. Motivated by
the Spirit, everyone whose “heart stirred him, and everyone whose spirit
moved him” brought an offering to the Lord for the work. Men and women
brought their gold jewelry of all kinds and presented it as a wave offering to
the Lord. The same was done to offerings of silver, bronze, acacia wood,
skins, yarns and fine linen. The skilled women spun yarn, linen and goats
hair. The leaders brought onyx stones, gems, spices and and olive oil.
Everyone caught the spirit of the enterprise (35:20-29).

Construction of the Tabernacle
Exodus 35:30 Then Moses said to the people of Israel, “See, the Lord
has called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of
Judah; 31 and he has filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, with
intelligence, with knowledge, and with all craftsmanship, 32to devise
artistic designs, to work in gold and silver and bronze, 33in cutting
stones for setting, and in carving wood, for work in every skilled craft.
34 And he has inspired him to teach, both him and Oholiab the son of
Ahisamach of the tribe of Dan. 35 He has filled them with skill to do every
sort of work done by an engraver or by a designer or by an embroiderer
in blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, or by a
weaver—by any sort of workman or skilled designer.

After the materials began coming in, Moses announced the Lord’s choice of
Bezalel of Judah and Oholiab of Dan as superintendents of the project.
These two men were filled with the Spirit of God. This filling manifested
itself in their skill, ability and knowledge in all kinds of crafts. What is more,
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these two master craftsmen both possessed the ability to teach others
these skills. God had blessed a whole troop of laborers with the skills
necessary to construct the Tabernacle as he had commanded.

Exodus 36:1 “Bezalel and Oholiab and every craftsman in whom the
Lord has put skill and intelligence to know how to do any work in the
construction of the sanctuary shall work in accordance with all that the
Lord has commanded.”

2 And Moses called Bezalel and Oholiab and every craftsman in whose
mind the Lord had put skill, everyone whose heart stirred him up to
come to do the work. 3 And they received from Moses all the contribution
that the people of Israel had brought for doing the work on the
sanctuary. They still kept bringing him freewill offerings every morning,
4 50 that all the craftsmen who were doing every sort of task on the
sanctuary came, each from the task that he was doing, 5and said to
Moses, “The people bring much more than enough for doing the work
that the Lord has commanded us to do.” 8 So Moses gave command,
and word was proclaimed throughout the camp, “Let no man or woman
do anything more for the contribution for the sanctuary.” So the people
were restrained from bringing, 7 for the material they had was sufficient
to do all the work, and more.

Moses summoned the labor crew and delivered over to them the offerings
which the people had been giving to him. The offerings continued to pour in
morning by morning. Finally the workmen left their work and sought out
Moses to inform him that more than enough had been contributed toward
the project. Moses then issued the order that the contributions should
cease. This is probably the last time in all the history of the people of God
when a leader told his flock to cease giving!

The rest of Chapter 36 through to Chapter 39 is a retelling of the
construction of the Tabernacle and its related articles of worship we have
already seen when the Lord gave Moses instructions for their construction
in Chapters 25-30.

13



The Tabernacle Erected

Exodus 40:1 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2“On the first day of the
first month you shall erect the tabernacle of the tent of meeting. 3 And
you shall put in it the ark of the testimony, and you shall screen the ark
with the veil. 4 And you shall bring in the table and arrange it, and you
shall bring in the lampstand and set up its lamps. 5 And you shall put the
golden altar for incense before the ark of the testimony, and set up the
screen for the door of the tabernacle. & You shall set the altar of burnt
offering before the door of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting, 7and
place the basin between the tent of meeting and the altar, and put water
in it. 8 And you shall set up the court all around, and hang up the screen
for the gate of the court.

9“Then you shall take the anointing oil and anoint the tabernacle and all
that is in it, and consecrate it and all its furniture, so that it may become
holy. 10 You shall also anoint the altar of burnt offering and all its utensils,
and consecrate the altar, so that the altar may become most holy. 11 You
shall also anoint the basin and its stand, and consecrate it. 12 Then you
shall bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance of the tent of meeting and
shall wash them with water 13 and put on Aaron the holy garments. And
you shall anoint him and consecrate him, that he may serve me as
priest. 14 You shall bring his sons also and put coats on them, 15 and
anoint them, as you anointed their father, that they may serve me as
priests. And their anointing shall admit them to a perpetual priesthood
throughout their generations.”

16 This Moses did; according to all that the Lord commanded him, so he
did. 17 In the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month,
the tabernacle was erected. 18 Moses erected the tabernacle. He laid its
bases, and set up its frames, and put in its poles, and raised up its
pillars. 1° And he spread the tent over the tabernacle and put the
covering of the tent over it, as the Lord had commanded Moses. 20 He
took the testimony and put it into the ark, and put the poles on the ark
and set the mercy seat above on the ark. 21 And he brought the ark into
the tabernacle and set up the veil of the screen, and screened the ark of
the testimony, as the Lord had commanded Moses. 22 He put the table in
the tent of meeting, on the north side of the tabernacle, outside the veil,
23 and arranged the bread on it before the Lord, as the Lord had
commanded Moses. 24 He put the lampstand in the tent of meeting,
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opposite the table on the south side of the tabernacle, 25and set up the
lamps before the Lord, as the Lord had commanded Moses. 26 He put
the golden altar in the tent of meeting before the veil, 27 and burned
fragrant incense on it, as the Lord had commanded Moses. 28 He put in
place the screen for the door of the tabernacle. 22 And he set the altar of
burnt offering at the entrance of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting,
and offered on it the burnt offering and the grain offering, as the Lord
had commanded Moses. 30 He set the basin between the tent of meeting
and the altar, and put water in it for washing, 31 with which Moses and
Aaron and his sons washed their hands and their feet. 32 When they
went into the tent of meeting, and when they approached the altar, they
washed, as the Lord commanded Moses. 33 And he erected the court
around the tabernacle and the altar, and set up the screen of the gate of
the court. So Moses finished the work.

The Glory of the Lord
34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord
filled the tabernacle. 35 And Moses was not able to enter the tent of
meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled
the tabernacle. 3¢ Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was
taken up from over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out.
37 But if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not set out till the day
that it was taken up. 38 For the cloud of the Lord was on the tabernacle
by day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel
throughout all their journeys.

The Tabernacle is complete and set up in the center of the camp. With the
completion and consecration of the Tabernacle, its associated articles of
worship, and the priests, the Lord takes up residence among His people.
When He is present symbolized by the cloud, the Israelites were to remain
camped there until told to decamp and move forward as directed by the
pillar of fire by night and the cloud by day. When the cloud lifted off the
Tabernacle, that was the signal to strike their tents, pack up, and prepare to
form up in marching order.
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This concludes the story of the Exodus in the Book of the Exodus, but the
story continues in Numbers and Deuteronomy. And there we will continue
to follow Moses and the children of Israel into the Promised Land.
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