Exodus, Part 23

The Israelites are finally on the move, and Moses immediately faces two
rebellions that God will deal with. The first rebellion comes from those
closest to Moses, His own brother and sister.

Miriam and Aaron Oppose Moses

Numbers 12:1 Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the
Cushite woman whom he had married, for he had married a Cushite
woman. 2 And they said, “Has the Lord indeed spoken only through
Moses? Has he not spoken through us also?” And the Lord heard it.

3 Now the man Moses was very meek, more than all people who were
on the face of the earth.

After Israel settled down at Hazeroth (11:35), Miriam and Aaron, Moses’
elder siblings, began to challenge his authority, ostensibly because he had
married a non-Israelite Cushite woman, referring to Zipporah who is also
called a Midianite. The Cushites were not among those whom Israelites
might not marry (Ex. 34:11, 16). The marriage issue was merely a pretext.
The influence of Miriam had waned after the arrival of Zipporah at Sinai.
Miriam and Aaron wanted more power for themselves. Miriam’s question,
“Has not He (the Lord) spoken through us?” suggests that she saw in
Moses’ wife a threat to her own standing as the major female figure in
Israel’s leadership.

Envy, perhaps simmering for a long time, came to the surface. The writer
(Moses himself) made the remarkable statement in verse 3 that such envy
was totally uncalled for since he was not arrogant but was, in fact, more
humble than anyone else on the face of the earth. This statement is often
used as evidence that Moses could not have written the Book of Numbers
for he would not have boasted of his own humility. On the contrary, the
declaration concerning his humility is the strongest possible support for the
traditional view that Moses wrote Holy Scripture as an inspired penman.
Only one led by the Holy Spirit could make such a statement about himself,
probably against his own natural inclination.



Numbers 12:4 And suddenly the Lord said to Moses and to Aaron and
Miriam, “Come out, you three, to the tent of meeting.” And the three of
them came out. 5 And the Lord came down in a pillar of cloud and stood
at the entrance of the tent and called Aaron and Miriam, and they both
came forward. ¢ And he said, “Hear my words: If there is a prophet
among you, | the Lord make myself known to him in a vision; | speak
with him in a dream. 7 Not so with my servant Moses. He is faithful in all
my house. 8 With him | speak mouth to mouth, clearly, and not in riddles,
and he beholds the form of the Lord. Why then were you not afraid to
speak against my servant Moses?”

The Lord Himself intervened and took up the defense of His servant
Moses. He called all three to Himself at the Tabernacle. The order of the
names is significant for though Miriam may have initiated the
insubordination, Aaron evidently fostered this attitude.

The Lord reminded them that though His normal way of revelation to a
prophet was by visions and dreams, He spoke to Moses in an absolutely
unique way—“mouth to mouth” (face-to-face). The phrase is an
anthropomorphism meaning that God spoke to Moses without mediation.
This is because Moses was ‘faithful in all God’s house,” a reference to
Moses’ faithful performance of his role as covenant mediator between God
and Israel. How this was done precisely is not made clear, but it appears
from several passages that Moses actually heard the voice of the Lord and
saw His glory (e.g., Ex. 19:16—19; 24:17-18; 34:5—-11). God spoke clearly
to Moses and not in riddles. He did not accommodate Himself to Moses
through metaphors and other figurative devices because Moses
entertained such a personal relationship with God that he could understand
heavenly utterances.

Yet Moses could not and did not look upon the person of God Himself for
no one can do this and live (Ex. 33:17-23) for God is a Spirit (John 4:24).
He saw only the form of the Lord, but even this was a privilege extended to
no other man. The “form” refers to a likeness or a representation of the
Lord, not the very shape. It is perhaps what is meant by the “back” of the
Lord in Exodus 33:23. So privileged was Moses in his access to God that
the Lord asked how Aaron and Miriam could dare speak against Moses.



Numbers 12:9 And the anger of the Lord was kindled against them, and
he departed.

10 When the cloud removed from over the tent, behold, Miriam was
leprous, like snow. And Aaron turned toward Miriam, and behold, she
was leprous. 11 And Aaron said to Moses, “Oh, my lord, do not punish us
because we have done foolishly and have sinned. 12 Let her not be as
one dead, whose flesh is half eaten away when he comes out of his
mother’s womb.” 13 And Moses cried to the Lord, “O God, please heal
her—please.” 14 But the Lord said to Moses, “If her father had but spit in
her face, should she not be shamed seven days? Let her be shut
outside the camp seven days, and after that she may be brought in
again.” 15 So Miriam was shut outside the camp seven days, and the
people did not set out on the march till Miriam was brought in again.

16 After that the people set out from Hazeroth, and camped in the
wilderness of Paran.

The Lord reached out in anger and struck Miriam with a loathsome skin
disease. At once Aaron turned to Moses and sought his intervention before
the Lord. It must have seemed ironic for the high priest to need priestly
intercession. So eaten away was Miriam’s flesh that she looked to Aaron
like a partly formed fetus coming to an ill-timed birth.

Moses out of both fraternal love and intercessory obligation appealed to the
Lord for immediate healing. But Miriam’s offense was serious because she
had led an insurrection against God’s choice of Moses as His servant and
covenant mediator. If she had merely suffered the disgrace of being spat on
in the face by her father she would have had to remain outside the camp
for seven days. Surely she must remain outside at least that long for having
committed such a serious breach of propriety. Spitting in one’s face
expressed contempt (Deut. 25:9). The Lord expressed His contempt for
Miriam’s presumption by afflicting her with a horrible skin disease.

In line with ceremonial law, which required a diseased person to remain
outside the camp for seven days (Lev. 13—14), Miriam was forced to do so.
Only after that did the people move on from Hazeroth to the Desert of
Paran.



Spying
Numbers 13:1 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Send men to spy
out the land of Canaan, which | am giving to the people of Israel. From
each tribe of their fathers you shall send a man, every one a chief
among them.” 3 So Moses sent them from the wilderness of Paran,
according to the command of the Lord, all of them men who were heads
of the people of Israel. 4 And these were their names: From the tribe of
Reuben, Shammua the son of Zaccur; 5 from the tribe of Simeon,
Shaphat the son of Hori; € from the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of
Jephunneh; 7 from the tribe of Issachar, Igal the son of Joseph; 8 from
the tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea the son of Nun; ? from the tribe of
Benjamin, Palti the son of Raphu; 19 from the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel
the son of Sodi; 11 from the tribe of Joseph (that is, from the tribe of
Manasseh), Gaddi the son of Susi; 12from the tribe of Dan, Ammiel the
son of Gemalli; 13 from the tribe of Asher, Sethur the son of Michael;
14 from the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi the son of Vophsi; 15 from the tribe of
Gad, Geuel the son of Machi. 18 These were the names of the men
whom Moses sent to spy out the land. And Moses called Hoshea the
son of Nun Joshua.

In the first month of the third year of the Exodus, eleven months after
leaving Sinai the tribes of Israel reached the Desert of Paran where they
camped in the great oasis of Kadesh.

Verse 1 clearly says, “the Lord spoke to Moses” and gave instructions to
spy out the land, but In Deuteronomy 1:20-23, Moses makes it clear that
the sending of the spies was the desire of the people, not the
commandment of the Lord. The Lord permitted this plan to be used so that
He might reveal to the people what their hearts were really like. God had
already told them many times what Canaan was like, what nations were
there, and how the Lord would defeat their enemies and give them their
promised inheritance; so there was no need for them to go in and spy out
the land. Sadly, human nature prefers to walk by sight, not by faith.

Moses instructed each tribe to supply a spy to explore the land of Canaan.
Each of these leaders is listed with his tribal affiliation. Of special interest in
light of further developments are Caleb, the representative of Judah (v. 6),



and Hoshea, the man chosen from Ephraim (v. 8). For reasons not entirely
clear, Moses changed the name of Hoshea (hdéséa’, “salvation”) to Joshua

(yehésaa’, “Yahweh is salvation®).

Numbers 13:17 Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan and
said to them, “Go up into the Negev and go up into the hill country,

18 and see what the land is, and whether the people who dwell in it are
strong or weak, whether they are few or many, 19 and whether the land
that they dwell in is good or bad, and whether the cities that they dwell in
are camps or strongholds, 20 and whether the land is rich or poor, and
whether there are trees in it or not. Be of good courage and bring some
of the fruit of the land.” Now the time was the season of the first ripe
grapes.

The route of the explorers was north from Kadesh through the Negev and
on into the hill country. The Negev (lit., “south”) refers to all the desert of
southern Canaan, especially the area from Beersheba south. The hill
country consisted of the mountains of Judah, north to the hills of Ephraim,
and all the way to the heights of Galilee. In Moses’ time the hill country was
populated primarily by the Amorites, and the plains and valleys by the
Canaanites.

The mission of the spies was clear: to determine the nature of the land
itself and ascertain the strengths and weaknesses of its inhabitants (vv. 18—
20). The reason for the route Moses suggested was probably his intention
to attack and penetrate Canaan from that direction. There was no plan
originally to enter the land from the east through Jericho. That was not only
far off the main Egyptian access to Canaan but it involved the hazard of
passing near the heavily fortified defensive positions at Jericho and Ai.

Numbers 13:21 So they went up and spied out the land from the
wilderness of Zin to Rehob, near Lebo-hamath. 22 They went up into the
Negev and came to Hebron. Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the
descendants of Anak, were there. (Hebron was built seven years before
Zoan in Egypt.) 28 And they came to the Valley of Eshcol and cut down
from there a branch with a single cluster of grapes, and they carried it on
a pole between two of them; they also brought some pomegranates and



figs. 24 That place was called the Valley of Eshcol, because of the cluster
that the people of Israel cut down from there.

Near Hebron was the Valley of Eshcol (“cluster”) where the spies cut a
great cluster of grapes so heavy that two men had to carry it suspended
from a pole between them. They also took samples of pomegranates and
figs and after 40 days of searching out the land, they returned to Kadesh.
The reason for the time being precisely 40 days was probably to compare
this relatively brief period with the 40 years of wandering to which they
would shortly be sentenced.

Report of the Spies

Numbers 13:25 At the end of forty days they returned from spying out
the land. 26 And they came to Moses and Aaron and to all the
congregation of the people of Israel in the wilderness of Paran, at
Kadesh. They brought back word to them and to all the congregation,
and showed them the fruit of the land. 27 And they told him, “We came to
the land to which you sent us. It flows with milk and honey, and this is its
fruit. 22 However, the people who dwell in the land are strong, and the
cities are fortified and very large. And besides, we saw the descendants
of Anak there. 29 The Amalekites dwell in the land of the Negev. The
Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in the hill country. And the
Canaanites dwell by the sea, and along the Jordan.”

Not only did the spies bring back some of the bountiful fruit with a glowing
report of the bounty in the land (“flowing with milk and honey”), but they
also brought back a bad report and discouraged the hearts of the people.

Numbers 13:30 But Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said,
“Let us go up at once and occupy it, for we are well able to overcome it.”
31 Then the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go
up against the people, for they are stronger than we are.” 32 So they
brought to the people of Israel a bad report of the land that they had
spied out, saying, “The land, through which we have gone to spy it out,
is a land that devours its inhabitants, and all the people that we saw in it
are of great height. 33 And there we saw the Nephilim (the sons of Anak,



who come from the Nephilim), and we seemed to ourselves like
grasshoppers, and so we seemed to them.”

In verse 32 Scripture says the sons of Israel give a "bad report." The word
for “bad” in Hebrew is dibbah, which literally translates as defamation or
slander. You can find the same Hebrew word used Psalms 31:13 and in
Proverbs 10:18. Slander is a lie intended to harm, and this is what the spies
delivered.

The ten spies described the glories of the land, and then added,
“Nevertheless ...” This word is usually a sign of unbelief. The spies
reported that the cities were walled up, and the land “devours its
inhabitants” and is inhabited by giants (Nephilim). They saw the giants and
saw themselves as grasshoppers—but they did not see God. Their eyes
were on the obstacles and not God who had led them there. The Nephilim
were mentioned back in Genesis.

Genesis 6:4 The Nephilim were on the earth in those days, and also
afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of man and
they bore children to them. These were the mighty men who were of old,
the men of renown.

Those Nephilim were destroyed in the flood. If they were “on the earth in
those days, and also afterward,” as seen in this Numbers passage, then we
might conclude that some somehow survived. That is not likely as the
Flood was intended to be a judgment on them and mankind. Since we
know the Nephilim all died out in the flood, their report of Nephilim was not
truthful. More likely, this is a race of very tall people, and “Nephilim” is used
here to simply describe their very large stature and evil ways. It was a lie
designed to convince the Israelites to remain outside the land. For this lie
and their unbelief, the spies along with that generation of Israel were
condemned to die in the desert.

Caleb showed true faith when he said, “We are well able!” The people
showed unbelief when they said, “We are not able!” Instead of reporting the
blessings of the land, the ten spies emphasized the difficulties, giving an
“bad report” of God’s holy land. Unbelief always sees the obstacles; faith
always sees the opportunities.



This refusal to enter the land is a type of today’s believer’s refusal to claim
his or her inheritance in Christ (Heb. 3—4). Instead of entering into full rest
in Christ, and trusting Him for every need, doubting Christians see the
problems and obstacles as their “Nephilim” and wander around restlessly,
blind to potential blessings. They have “spied out” their inheritance in Christ
and have even tasted some of the fruits of His blessing, but their lack of
faith keeps them from entering into faith-rest.

The People Rebel

Numbers 14:1 Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the
people wept that night. 2 And all the people of Israel grumbled against
Moses and Aaron. The whole congregation said to them, “Would that we
had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this
wilderness! 3 Why is the Lord bringing us into this land, to fall by the
sword? Our wives and our little ones will become a prey. Would it not be
better for us to go back to Egypt?” 4 And they said to one another, “Let
us choose a leader and go back to Egypt.”

Unfortunately, the people accepted the negative assessment and began to
protest to Moses that they would have been better off to have died in Egypt
or the desert than at the hands of the Canaanites. It would be better even
now, they said, to choose a new leader and make their way back to Egypt.

Numbers 14:5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the
assembly of the congregation of the people of Israel. 8 And Joshua the
son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were among those
who had spied out the land, tore their clothes 7 and said to all the
congregation of the people of Israel, “The land, which we passed
through to spy it out, is an exceedingly good land. 8 If the Lord delights in
us, he will bring us into this land and give it to us, a land that flows with
milk and honey. 2 Only do not rebel against the Lord. And do not fear the
people of the land, for they are bread for us. Their protection is removed
from them, and the Lord is with us; do not fear them.” 19 Then all the
congregation said to stone them with stones. But the glory of the Lord
appeared at the tent of meeting to all the people of Israel.



Caleb and Joshua realized that the nation’s response was nothing but
rebellion and reaffirmed their appraisal of the land and their confidence that
the Lord would deliver it and its people into their hands. But all this was to
no avail and the people even discussed stoning them.

God waited until the people expressed a desire to replace Moses and
return to Egypt; then He began to act. God’s glory suddenly appeared, and
God spoke to Moses.

Numbers 14:11 And the Lord said to Moses, “How long will this people
despise me? And how long will they not believe in me, in spite of all the
signs that | have done among them? 12| will strike them with the
pestilence and disinherit them, and | will make of you a nation greater
and mightier than they.”

God expressed to Moses his disappointment with the lack of faith in Israel
even after all of the miraculous signs that he had performed in their midst.
The Lord asked how much longer He could be expected to tolerate the
people’s contempt and unbelief. The remedy, God said, was to destroy the
nation and make Moses the founder of a new and greater one.

Moses Intercedes for the People
Numbers 14:13 But Moses said to the Lord, “Then the Egyptians will
hear of it, for you brought up this people in your might from among them,
14 and they will tell the inhabitants of this land. They have heard that you,
O Lord, are in the midst of this people. For you, O Lord, are seen face to
face, and your cloud stands over them and you go before them, in a
pillar of cloud by day and in a pillar of fire by night. 15 Now if you Kill this
people as one man, then the nations who have heard your fame will say,
16 It is because the Lord was not able to bring this people into the land
that he swore to give to them that he has killed them in the wilderness.’
17 And now, please let the power of the Lord be great as you have
promised, saying, 18 “The Lord is slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love, forgiving iniquity and transgression, but he will by no
means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children,
to the third and the fourth generation.’ 19 Please pardon the iniquity of



this people, according to the greatness of your steadfast love, just as
you have forgiven this people, from Egypt until now.”

As tempting as the Lord’s offer to write them off and start over might be to
some, Moses’ love for his people and for the integrity of the Lord’s
reputation led him to reject it and seek God’s forgiveness of the people. He
reasoned that the Egyptians would view God’s destruction of Israel as His
inability to keep His promise to redeem them and give them the land as a
possession. Furthermore, the Egyptians would repeat this to the
Canaanites and other nations with the result that even they would mock
God’s impotence. The only action the Lord could take, Moses said, was to
manifest His great power by forgiving the people even though they would
have to suffer His punishment in some way. The basis for this forgiveness
would be God’s “steadfast love” (hesed, “covenant faithfulness or loyal
love®).

God Promises Judgment
Numbers 14:20 Then the Lord said, “l have pardoned, according to your
word. 21 But truly, as | live, and as all the earth shall be filled with the
glory of the Lord, 22 none of the men who have seen my glory and my
signs that | did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and yet have put me to
the test these ten times and have not obeyed my voice, 23 shall see the
land that | swore to give to their fathers. And none of those who
despised me shall see it. 24 But my servant Caleb, because he has a
different spirit and has followed me fully, | will bring into the land into
which he went, and his descendants shall possess it. 25 Now, since the
Amalekites and the Canaanites dwell in the valleys, turn tomorrow and
set out for the wilderness by the way to the Red Sea.”

God’s promises are sure and steadfast, and He had promised to save
Israel and give them Canaan as an everlasting inheritance. So it is obvious
that His threat to destroy Israel and begin anew was a test of Moses.

God therefore pledged to forgive the people but pronounced that the entire
adult generation that had participated in the Exodus and had witnessed all
the other great signs and wonders He had performed on their behalf would
never see the land of promise.
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The people had disobeyed and tested Him 10 times, the Lord said. This
could be a literal number but, more likely, it means a great many times. The
exceptions were Caleb and Joshua because they obeyed the Lord without
reservation. Moses is not mentioned because the omniscient Lord foresaw
his future disobedience regarding the rock and water (Numbers 20:12).

Then, as part of the judgment, the Lord instructed Moses and Israel to
resume the journey from Kadesh but not toward the valleys where the
Amalekites and Canaanites lived. They now had to take the long and
circuitous route toward the Red Sea, a route that eventually would end at
the Plains of Moab, east of Jericho. The Red Sea here refers to the eastern
arm of that sea, known today as the Gulf of Agabah.

Numbers 14:26 And the Lord spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying,

27 “How long shall this wicked congregation grumble against me? | have
heard the grumblings of the people of Israel, which they grumble against
me. 28 Say to them, ‘As | live, declares the Lord, what you have said in
my hearing | will do to you: 22 your dead bodies shall fall in this
wilderness, and of all your number, listed in the census from twenty
years old and upward, who have grumbled against me, 30 not one shall
come into the land where | swore that | would make you dwell, except
Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun. 31 But your little
ones, who you said would become a prey, | will bring in, and they shall
know the land that you have rejected. 32 But as for you, your dead
bodies shall fall in this wilderness. 33 And your children shall be
shepherds in the wilderness forty years and shall suffer for your
faithlessness, until the last of your dead bodies lies in the wilderness.

34 According to the number of the days in which you spied out the land,
forty days, a year for each day, you shall bear your iniquity forty years,
and you shall know my displeasure.’ 351, the Lord, have spoken. Surely
this will | do to all this wicked congregation who are gathered together
against me: in this wilderness they shall come to a full end, and there
they shall die.”

In elaborating further on the judgment, the Lord said that He would grant
the Israelites their wish—they would die in the desert. Their children,
however, would be spared and with Caleb and Joshua would enter
Canaan. Even this would not come to pass till the children of Israel had
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wandered in the wilderness for 40 years because the people had to suffer
for their sins. This illustrates the fact that sin may be forgiven but its
consequences may endure and preclude God’s otherwise intended
blessings.

Numbers 14:36 And the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land,
who returned and made all the congregation grumble against him by
bringing up a bad report about the land— 37 the men who brought up a
bad report of the land—died by plague before the Lord. 38 Of those men
who went to spy out the land, only Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the
son of Jephunneh remained alive.

As a token of the certainty of impending judgment, the ten spies who
brought back a negative report and undermined the people’s morale were
struck by a plague and died. This so impressed the people that they then
resolved to forget their fears and undertake the Canaanite conquest at
once. Too late! They could no longer claim the presence and protection of
the Lord.

Israel Defeated in Battle
Numbers 14:39 When Moses told these words to all the people of
Israel, the people mourned greatly. 40 And they rose early in the morning
and went up to the heights of the hill country, saying, “Here we are. We
will go up to the place that the Lord has promised, for we have sinned.”
41 But Moses said, “Why now are you transgressing the command of the
Lord, when that will not succeed? 42 Do not go up, for the Lord is not
among you, lest you be struck down before your enemies. 43 For there
the Amalekites and the Canaanites are facing you, and you shall fall by
the sword. Because you have turned back from following the Lord, the
Lord will not be with you.” 44 But they presumed to go up to the heights
of the hill country, although neither the ark of the covenant of the Lord
nor Moses departed out of the camp. 45 Then the Amalekites and the
Canaanites who lived in that hill country came down and defeated them
and pursued them, even to Hormah.

When Moses reported these things to the people they mourned bitterly.
Early the next morning they prepared to march toward the hill country to
conquer Canaan. The people assumed the appearance of obedient faith
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and of unconditional trust in God’s promise. They believed that an
admission of guilt would undo their failure of faith.

Moses warned them that they were proceeding without the presence of the
Lord and they would surely be defeated. Even though Moses and the Ark
remained in the camp, the people marched “presumptuously” (lit., they
were swollen, puffed up) into the high country. Not surprisingly, the
Amalekites and Canaanites launched a counterattack and severely
defeated Israel, driving them all the way to Hormah, some eight miles
southeast of Beersheba.

40

Seven is the best-known symbolic number in the Bible. Though not as well-
known, forty is in second place. That number or multiples of forty shows up
all over the Bible. Like seven, forty represents completeness, usually in the
sense of time it takes to complete something, especially in the sense of
enduring something. The list is way too long to show them all, but here are
just a few examples.

* For Noah, after being told it would begin raining in seven days, it
rained for forty days (Genesis 7:4).

* Then he waited forty days before sending out the birds and they took
seven days before returning (Genesis 8:6).

* Moses goes up to Mount Sinai for forty days to receive the Tablets
(Exodus 24:18).

* Then he goes up another forty days to receive the second set
(Exodus 34:28).

* The spies spent forty days scouting the land for the Israelites
(Numbers 13:25).

* The Israelites wandered in the wilderness for forty years (Exodus
16:35) as discipline for their fear of the inhabitants and not trusting
God (Psalm 95:10).

* Moses spent forty days in prayer when asking forgiveness for the
Israelites after they made the golden calf. (Deuteronomy 9:25).

* When a woman gives birth to a boy, she is impure for seven days,
and then goes through purification for another thirty-three days, for a
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total of forty days, after which she can offer the sin offering (Leviticus
12:2—4).

 If, however, she gives birth to a girl, she is impure for fourteen days,
and goes through purification for sixty-six days, for a total of eighty
days (40x2).

* Goliath taunted the Israelites for forty days (1 Samuel 17:16).

* Jonah informs the Ninevites that they have 40 days to repent, or else
their city will be destroyed (Jonah 3:4).

* David reigned for forty years (2 Samuel 5:4).

» His son Solomon reigned for forty years (1 Kings 11:42).

» Jesus spent forty days in the wilderness being tested by Satan (Mark
1:12-13).

* Forty years seem to symbolize a full age of maturity. Both Isaac and
Esau were forty when they married (Genesis 25:20; 26:34).

* Flogging was to be limited to forty lashes (Deuteronomy 25:2).

These are just a few mentions of “40” in some form in the Scriptures; there
are many more. Each in some way represents completion.
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The Question: Why is a woman considered impure for 40
days for a male child and 80 days for a female child??

Short answer: | don’t know.
Long answer: Neither does anyone else. Except God.

https:.//www.thetorah.com/article/gendering-a-child-with-ritual

https://www.thetorah.com/article/postpartum-impurity-why-is-the-duration-
double-for-a-girl

The most likely explanation is that the difference in time is spiritual or to
remind Israel of Eve's sin.

Or maybe it is purely physical and has to do with the recovery of the mother
after giving birth?

https://www.thebump.com/news/pregnancy-immune-system-baby-gender
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