Exodus, Part 21

Bezalel and Oholiab

In our discussion period last session, the subject came up of these two
artisans assigned the responsibility for the construction of the Tabernacle
and all its associated articles of worship, specifically their tribal relations.
We will begin today with a deeper look at these two.

Exodus 31:1 The Lord said to Moses, 2“See, | have called by name
Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah

Exodus 31:6 And behold, | have appointed with him Oholiab, the son of
Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan.

Bezalel

The name Bezalel means “In the Shadow of God” as in a place of
closeness, fellowship, and protection such as seen in Psalm 63:7 “For you
have been my help, and in the shadow of your wings | will sing for joy.” To
be in the shadow of the wings you would have to be right up against the
body of the bird, covered by it, and protected by it. That describes Jesus
who is in the same close relation to God the Father.

Bezalel is said to be the Son of Uri which means either “My Light” or “Light
of Jehovah.” In this context, they both seem to be picturing Our Lord as the
Light of the World. The same word is used by David when speaking of the
Lord in Psalm 27:1, “The Lord is my light (ori) and my salvation; Whom
shall | fear?”

Uri’s father Hur is then named. The name Hur usually translates as “white”
or “white cloth” and is probably used here with the idea of “bright” or “light”
and intended to picture Christ as the Light of the world.

Finally, it is said that he is from the “staff” or “tribe” of Judah from which
Christ also descended. Judah means “Praise.” This again pictures Christ,
the One who brings God praise through His work.



Bezalel was said to be filled with the Spirit of God in wisdom, in
understanding, in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship.

This workmanship that he was endowed with was for the purpose of
building the Lord’s Tabernacle. This is an exact type of Christ who likewise
is the One to build the Lord’s temple as seen in both testaments:

Zechariah 6:12 Behold, the Man whose name is the Branch!
From His place, He shall branch out, And He shall build the temple of
the Lord.

Ephesians 2:21 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and
foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the
household of God, 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 21in
whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple
in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling
place of God in the Spirit.

In these verses, Bezalel, or “In the Shadow of God,” of the tribe of Judah —
all picturing Jesus — is called by his name to show us a picture of the
coming Christ.

The many construction materials listed also picture Christ. The gold, His
deity, His divine glory. The silver, His work of redemption. The bronze
represents His judgment. The stones to be cut signify the role of Christ the
Mediator. The true stone is Christ mentioned throughout Scripture as the
stone rejected by men, but chosen by God, and precious. The wood
represents His humanity.

In all, five specific materials were mentioned here — gold, silver, bronze,
stones, and wood. Five is the number of grace. It thus signifies the grace of
God in the building of the temple, prefigured by the artificer Bezalel.

Oholiab
His name means “Father’s Tent.” This is speaking of the incarnation of
Christ as is seen in the words of John:



John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt (tented) among us,
and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,
full of grace and truth.

The name also has a secondary meaning of “Father’s Shine” which
signifies the glory of the Father. Here again, we have a type of Christ. The
glory of the Father is revealed in the glory of the Son. In Hebrews, it speaks
of Christ in relation to the Father — “...who being the brightness of His glory
and the express image of His person...” (Hebrews 1:3).

The two names, Bezalel and Oholiab, are connected in two specific ways.
The first is that Bezalel means “In the Shadow of God” and Oholiab means
“Father’s Tent.” They are showing us a picture that Christ is the one who
resides in the Godhead with the Father. And both names are connected
directly to the radiance of the Father. Bezalel’s father is Uri or “my light,”
and Oholiab has the secondary meaning of “Father’s Shine.” Both names
are given to show us that the glory of God the Father shines or radiates out
in the Light of Christ.

Oholiab was next noted as the son of Ahisamach meaning “My brother has
supported.” This reflects the words of Hebrews 2:

Hebrews 2:17 Therefore, in all things He had to be made

like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest
regarding things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of
the people. 18 For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is
able to aid those who are tempted.

Oholiab’s father is said to be from Dan which means “Judge.” The
Tabernacle isn’t to be just a place for praising God. It is also a place of
Judgment as the name Dan implies. Both purposes are seen in the
selection of these two men.

In Genesis, we have this statement about Dan:

Genesis 36:16 Dan shall judge his people as one of the tribes of Israel.
17 Dan shall be a serpent in the way, a viper by the path, that bites the
horse’s heels so that his rider falls backward.
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Some interpret this serpent reference (actually “horned viper”) to mean that
the antichrist comes from the tribe of Dan, but more likely this captures the
idea of Dan’s military might.

The two tribes are not without another important meaning. When the
Israelites were on the move during the Exodus wandering in the
wilderness, they always struck camp in a specific order. Judah always
traveled first, and Dan always traveled last. Judah was the first tribe that
led the march and Dan was the last tribe in that procession. What | draw
from that is that the two tribes captured the idea of the whole nation of
Israel.

According to Judges 18:30 Dan was the first tribe to enter into idolatry and
later also led the other tribes of the Northern Kingdom into idolatry and
worshiping other gods. Probably for this reason, the Tribe of Dan was
excluded from being sealed among the 144,000 in Revelation 7.

The two men from the two tribes show the totality of the work of Christ —
from beginning to end and everything between. All of God’s people are
included in the work of Bezalel and Oholiab, and all of God’s people are
included in the grouping of Judah to Dan. None are missing. The two sets
represent the whole. In Christ, praise (Judah) forever goes first, because
judgment (Dan) forever goes behind.

The names of Bezalel and Oholiab are picturing Christ and His work in
specific detail. They were to do everything according to the word of the
Lord. This is perfectly reflected in Jesus’ words — “For | have come down
from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me” (John
6:38). Let us also do this to the glory of God and in the spirit of honoring the
greater work already accomplished through the giving of His Son for us.

Continuing the Journey to the Promised Land

We finished up the Book of Exodus last session with the consecration of
the Tabernacle, its associated articles of worship, and the consecration of
Aaron and the priests. It is time for the Israelites to enter the land. We will
continue following their journey by looking at passages mainly in the books



of Numbers and Deuteronomy until they enter the land. But first, we have a
little “housecleaning” to do before they move on from Mount Sinai.

Numbers

We will be working mainly in the Book of Numbers for a while. The book
takes its name from the two numberings of the men of war in chapters 1-4
and 26—27. The first census was made the second year after the nation
had left Egypt, and the second was made thirty-eight years later when the
new generation was about to enter Canaan. These numberings were not of
the entire nation, but only of the men able to fight. The first census revealed
that there were 603,550 available men; the second that there were
601,730.

Numbers is the wilderness book of the OT. It describes the failure of the
nation at Kadesh-Barnea and their wanderings in the wilderness until the
unbelieving older generation died out or what someone has described as
“the longest funeral march in history.” Only Caleb and Joshua of the older
generation were permitted to enter Canaan because they had trusted God
and opposed the decision of the nation to turn back at Kadesh-Barnea.
Even Moses was forbidden to go into the Promised Land because of his sin
when he smote the rock instead of speaking to it.

Numbers has an important spiritual lesson for Christians today, as
explained in Hebrews 3—4 and 1 Cor. 10:1-15. God honors faith and
punishes unbelief. At the root of all of Israel’s sins in the wilderness was
unbelief: they did not trust God’s Word. At Kadesh-Barnea they doubted
God’s Word and failed to enter into their inheritance. Instead of claiming
Canaan by faith, they wandered in the wilderness in unbelief.

Many Christians today are “in between” in their spiritual lives. They have
been delivered from “Egypt” by the blood of the Lamb, but they have not
yet entered into their inheritance in Christ. Canaan is not a picture of
heaven. Rather, it is an illustration of our spiritual inheritance in Christ, an
inheritance that must be claimed by faith. Canaan was a land of battles and
blessings, as is the Christian life today. Unfortunately, too many Christians
come to the place of decision (their own Kadesh-Barnea), and they fail to
enter into their inheritance by faith! Instead of being conquerors, as
described in Joshua, they become wanderers, as described in Numbers.
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Yes, they are saved, but they fail to fulfill God’s purpose for their lives. They
will not trust God to overcome the giants, knock down the walls, and give
them the inheritance that He has promised. They will not “cross Jordan”
which illustrates death to self and step out by faith to claim what Christ has
promised them.

It is interesting to note that the nation did not grow during their wilderness
wanderings. In fact, the second census showed 1,820 fewer men of war.
The nation wasted thirty-eight years, endured unnecessary afflictions, failed
to grow, and failed to honor God all the while they were on their “death
march”.

This is what unbelief does to Christians. It wastes time, effort, and
manpower, and brings no real blessing. How sad it is when churches fail to
step out by faith and, as a result, start to degenerate spiritually, numerically,
and materially. The lack of faith is the sin that so easily besets us.... May
God help us to trust His Word!

The Second Passover

The next event in our story is found in Numbers Chapter 9 and the
celebration of the Second Passover. As verse 1 tells us, it was in the “first
month of the second year after they had come out of the land of Egypt” (v.
1) on “the fourteenth day of the month” (v. 5) — one year since that first
Passover in Egypt and just after the completion of the Tabernacle (Ex.
40:17). And here in the wilderness, the children of Israel will celebrate it as
a Feast to the Lord.

Numbers 9:1 And the Lord spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in
the first month of the second year after they had come out of the land of
Egypt, saying, 2“Let the people of Israel keep the Passover at its
appointed time. 3 On the fourteenth day of this month, at twilight, you
shall keep it at its appointed time; according to all its statutes and all its
rules you shall keep it.” 4 So Moses told the people of Israel that they
should keep the Passover. 5 And they kept the Passover in the first
month, on the fourteenth day of the month, at twilight, in the wilderness
of Sinai; according to all that the Lord commanded Moses, so the people
of Israel did. ¢ And there were certain men who were unclean through



touching a dead body, so that they could not keep the Passover on that
day, and they came before Moses and Aaron on that day. 7 And those
men said to him, “We are unclean through touching a dead body. Why
are we kept from bringing the Lord’s offering at its appointed time among
the people of Israel?” 8 And Moses said to them, “Wait, that | may hear
what the Lord will command concerning you.”

9The Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 19 “Speak to the people of Israel,
saying, If any one of you or of your descendants is unclean through
touching a dead body, or is on a long journey, he shall still keep the
Passover to the Lord. ' In the second month on the fourteenth day at
twilight they shall keep it. They shall eat it with unleavened bread and
bitter herbs. 12 They shall leave none of it until the morning, nor break
any of its bones; according to all the statute for the Passover they shall
keep it. 13 But if anyone who is clean and is not on a journey fails to keep
the Passover, that person shall be cut off from his people because he
did not bring the Lord’s offering at its appointed time; that man shall bear
his sin. 14 And if a stranger sojourns among you and would keep the
Passover to the Lord, according to the statute of the Passover and
according to its rule, so shall he do. You shall have one statute, both for
the sojourner and for the native.”

The reason for the new Passover instructions was to address the problem
of any who might be unable to celebrate the festival at the designated time.
Specifically, in this situation, some of the people were ineligible to take part
because they had become ceremonially unclean by having come in contact
with a dead body. When those people pressed Moses and Aaron on the
matter, Moses sought direction from the Lord.

God’s answer was that any of them who were unable to participate in the
festival because of uncleanness or even because they were on a journey
could do so on the 14th day of the second month, one month later than the
prescribed date, observing it precisely as if it were carried out at the regular
time.

Another (and new) stipulation to Passover observance pertained to
someone who was eligible and available to take part in the festival but
refused to do so. Such a one must be excommunicated from the



community and bear the consequences of his sin (v. 13). The foreboding
tone of this warning suggests that the excommunication meant death.

Finally, an alien living among them could participate fully in the Passover if
he met the qualifications which, though not listed here in Num. 9:14, were
well known to Israel. They consisted of proselyte conversion symbolized by
circumcision.

Exodus 12:48 If a stranger shall sojourn with you and would keep the
Passover to the Lord, let all his males be circumcised. Then he may
come near and keep it; he shall be as a native of the land. But no
uncircumcised person shall eat of it.

Of course the Passover is to be celebrated annually from then on as a
required Feast of the Lord.

The First Census
After the celebration of the Passover, we move ahead 15 days.

Numbers 1:1 The Lord spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the
tent of meeting, on the first day of the second month, in the second year
after they had come out of the land of Egypt, saying, 2“Take a census of
all the congregation of the people of Israel, by clans, by fathers’ houses,
according to the number of names, every male, head by head. 3 From
twenty years old and upward, all in Israel who are able to go to war, you
and Aaron shall list them, company by company.

Yes, we went back to Chapter 1 but 15 days ahead in time to “the first day
of the second month, in the second year after they had come out of the
land of Egypt.”

The first words, “The Lord spoke,” show that the word of God directed
everything that was done in preparation for the journey. We know that
approximately 600,000 men on foot left Egypt with women and children and
Gentiles who had joined them (Ex. 12:37-38). Now a head count is taken.
The census followed certain principles. It respected tribal and family
structures. Only military-fit males twenty years old or older were counted.



Numbers 1:5 to Numbers 1:46 give us the counting from each tribe except
the Levites who would be excluded from military service. (We will not go
into that detail counting in this study.) The total count, however, was
603,550 males (v. 46). When we consider that this does not include any
males under twenty or any females, we can assume the total population
was somewhere north of two million Israelites.

Because of the large numbers, some have thought that the numbers are
not actual but the term ‘thousand’ might mean a clan or group, not exactly
1,000 people. However, Exodus 38:25-28 does not favor such a view
because it confirms the total of 603,550. Furthermore, in other places in
Numbers where quantities or measurements are given, it seems that the
figures quoted are intended to be mathematically accurate and consistent
(3:21-22; 31:32—47; 35:4-5). Should we then take the census numbers
literally? This is the natural way to understand a census (a head count)
unless we have strong evidence to the contrary. We must be careful not to
reject a literal interpretation simply because we cannot fully understand it.
One thing is clear. The text makes no attempt to reconcile these figures.

The Levites
Numbers 1:47 But the Levites were not listed along with them by their
ancestral tribe. 48 For the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 49 “Only the tribe
of Levi you shall not list, and you shall not take a census of them among
the people of Israel. 50 But appoint the Levites over the tabernacle of the
testimony, and over all its furnishings, and over all that belongs to it.
They are to carry the tabernacle and all its furnishings, and they shall
take care of it and shall camp around the tabernacle. 51 When the
tabernacle is to set out, the Levites shall take it down, and when the
tabernacle is to be pitched, the Levites shall set it up. And if any outsider
comes near, he shall be put to death. 52 The people of Israel shall pitch
their tents by their companies, each man in his own camp and each man
by his own standard. 53 But the Levites shall camp around the tabernacle
of the testimony, so that there may be no wrath on the congregation of
the people of Israel. And the Levites shall keep guard over the
tabernacle of the testimony.” 54 Thus did the people of Israel; they did
according to all that the Lord commanded Moses.



Levi was one of the twelve sons of Jacob (Genesis. 29:34) and was known
for violence (Genesis 34:25-31; 49:5-7). The Levites’ ferocity in a right
cause singled them out as priests. Following the sin of the golden calf, they
were ready to put about 3,000 of their kin to death with the sword (Exodus.
32:25-29). Here their separation to the priesthood is confirmed.

They were not to be numbered in the census nor serve in the army.
Instead, they were put in charge of the Tabernacle. This great task left no
room for any other duty. Not only did they service the Tabernacle when it
was in place, but when they moved, they had to disassemble it, pack it up
along with all its accessories, and transport it to the new location where
they had to reassemble it all again. Disassembly and reassembly must
have taken at least several days. Some items were too large and/or heavy
for a man to carry so ox carts were used for those. but much of the
associated parts were carried on the backs of the Levites.

The Levites were not to camp with the other tribes but around the
“Tabernacle of the Testimony” referring to the Tablets of the Testimony in
the Ark that was inside the Tabernacle.

Although Israel was called to be a kingdom of priests, not all could
approach the Tent. Only the tribe of Levi was called to this service. Anyone
else, described in the Hebrew as “an outsider” (“a stranger” in some
translations) to the tribe of Levi, who dared to come near was to be put to
death.

God would never allow his holiness to be forgotten. His people are to fear
Him at all times with reverence and awe. Overfamiliarity with God is great
folly and sin. Thus, Mount Sinai was not to be touched (Exodus 19:11-13,
21-24), and Moses had to remove his shoes at the burning bush (Exodus
3:5-6). All the beauty of the sanctuary was hidden from the eyes of almost
all Israel. Even among the priests, the high priest alone could enter the
Most Holy Place, and only once each year (Leviticus 16:2).

The NT uses this to show that Christ’s high priesthood is far superior to
Aaron’s; Christ opened the way into heaven itself. Nevertheless, this does
not remove the fear of God; on the contrary, it is emphasized.
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Hebrews 10:19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter
the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that
he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21 and
since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22|et us draw near
with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.

The separation of Levi, however, did not reduce the number of tribes.
Joseph’s two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, formed two tribes to make the
number up to twelve.

Arrangement of the Camp

Numbers 2:1 The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 2“The
people of Israel shall camp each by his own standard, with the banners
of their fathers’ houses. They shall camp facing the tent of meeting on
every side. 3 Those to camp on the east side toward the sunrise shall be
of the standard of the camp of Judah by their companies, the chief of the
people of Judah being Nahshon the son of Amminadab, 4 his company
as listed being 74,600. 5 Those to camp next to him shall be the tribe of
Issachar, the chief of the people of Issachar being Nethanel the son of
Zuar, ¢ his company as listed being 54,400. 7 Then the tribe of Zebulun,
the chief of the people of Zebulun being Eliab the son of Helon, 8 his
company as listed being 57,400. 9 All those listed of the camp of Judah,
by their companies, were 186,400. They shall set out first on the march.
10“0On the south side shall be the standard of the camp of Reuben by
their companies, the chief of the people of Reuben being Elizur the son
of Shedeur, 11 his company as listed being 46,500. 12 And those to camp
next to him shall be the tribe of Simeon, the chief of the people of
Simeon being Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai, 13 his company as listed
being 59,300. 14 Then the tribe of Gad, the chief of the people of Gad
being Eliasaph the son of Reuel, 15 his company as listed being 45,650.
16 All those listed of the camp of Reuben, by their companies, were
151,450. They shall set out second.

17“Then the tent of meeting shall set out, with the camp of the Levites in
the midst of the camps; as they camp, so shall they set out, each in
position, standard by standard.
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18“On the west side shall be the standard of the camp of Ephraim by
their companies, the chief of the people of Ephraim being Elishama the
son of Ammihud, 19 his company as listed being 40,500. 20 And next to
him shall be the tribe of Manasseh, the chief of the people of Manasseh
being Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur, 21 his company as listed being
32,200. 22 Then the tribe of Benjamin, the chief of the people of
Benjamin being Abidan the son of Gideoni, 23 his company as listed
being 35,400. 24 All those listed of the camp of Ephraim, by their
companies, were 108,100. They shall set out third on the march.

25“On the north side shall be the standard of the camp of Dan by their
companies, the chief of the people of Dan being Ahiezer the son of
Ammishaddai, 26 his company as listed being 62,700. 27 And those to
camp next to him shall be the tribe of Asher, the chief of the people of
Asher being Pagiel the son of Ochran, 28 his company as listed being
41,500. 22 Then the tribe of Naphtali, the chief of the people of Naphtali
being Ahira the son of Enan, 30 his company as listed being 53,400. 31 All
those listed of the camp of Dan were 157,600. They shall set out last,
standard by standard.”

32 These are the people of Israel as listed by their fathers’ houses. All
those listed in the camps by their companies were 603,550. 33 But the
Levites were not listed among the people of Israel, as the Lord
commanded Moses.

34 Thus did the people of Israel. According to all that the Lord
commanded Moses, so they camped by their standards, and so they set
out, each one in his clan, according to his fathers’ house.

The order of Israel’s camp was a concern of Almighty God. The apostles
never lost sight of the fact that God is a God of order, not confusion
according to First Corinthians 14:33. The plan of the camp teaches three
lessons.

First, the Tent of Meeting was in the center, signifying the presence of God
with his people. God was keeping his word to the patriarchs to be the God
of their children. All tents were to be pitched so that their entrances faced
the Tabernacle. Every eye should be upon him. This is a continuous theme
of the Bible.

Psalm 46:7 The Lord of hosts is with us;
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the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah

Psalm 46:10 “Be still, and know that | am God.
| will be exalted among the nations,
| will be exalted in the earth!”
11 The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah

Through the incarnation, the Lord Jesus was also in the midst of his
people. John uses the image of the camp when he says that Jesus
“tabernacled” among them (John 1:14). The Lord promised his disciples,
“And surely | am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew
28:20).

Secondly, as a lesson in God’s holiness, the tribes were kept at a distance
from the Tabernacle. We are not told how far away, but the space in
between must have been wide enough for the whole Levite tribe. Later,
when crossing the Jordan, Israel followed the ark at a distance of about
1,000 yards (Joshua 3:4).

Thirdly, the east side of the Tent was the place of honor. Moses and Aaron
camped on this side, facing the entrance (Numbers 3:38). Judah, rather
than Reuben, Jacob’s firstborn, was placed on the east. This meant that
Judah led the march from Sinai to Canaan. On the march, the tabernacle
was carried after the first six tribes, right in the middle (v. 17), but the ark of
the covenant went before them (Numbers 10:33-36).

After describing the arrangement of the camp, the text concludes with a

summary: Israel was numbered, a host of 603,550 not counting the Levites,
and all this was done by command of the Lord.
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